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Blue-green algae can cause itching and skin irritation
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Residents should avoid swimming or wading near the shore in the west end of Hamilton Harbour because of a green surface scum on the water.

Public health officials have issued a warning about blue-green algae, which can cause skin irritation or itching. Exposure to higher amounts can cause
symptoms such as headaches, fever, diarrhea and abdominal pain.

People should avoid wading in the shallow calm areas in the west end of the harbour, especially when they see scum or green discolouration in the water,
public health officials say.

They should also not eat fish caught in those areas or let children or pets touch the water.

"Blue-green algae can be present in the water even in the absence of visible scum and not all surface scums are toxic since they can also be caused by
other, non-toxic algae," said Dr. Hamidah Meghani, Hamilton's associate medical officer of health.

The algae was found along the western end of the harbour. There were also observations and positive tests at Bayfront beach and Pier 4, where the algae
is likely present or could arrive shortly, officials said.

In sufficient amounts, the toxins can also cause nausea, skin rashes and mucous membrane irritation.

If you have recently had direct contact with the water there and are experiencing symptoms, contact your doctor. Hamilton's drinking water supply is not
affected, health officials say.

Warning signs have been posted at the Bayfront Park boat launch, Bayfront beach and Pier 4.

For more information, call the City of Hamilton Public Health Services safe water info-line at 905-546-2189 or visit hamilton.ca/safewater.
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poppycock

Uh, people should be being advised not to swim in any water near Hamilton, including the lakes and any rivers.

 

nvrness

And in the category of 'Rly? Thanks for the tip!'

Best laugh all day - Who in their right mind would swim in ANY water near Hamilton?

 

Madchemist

@nvrness

But, if you live around the Great Lakes, you do drink from the Great Lakes.

 

poppycock

@Madchemist Yes, but it is somewhat treated. How safe is it, who really knows. It is as good as any bottled water that people buy, in some cases that bottled
water is just tap water, and tap water does have stricter regs than bottled water.
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