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1. Temporal and spatial changes using the IBI and other fish community metrics in 
Hamilton Harbour over a > 20 year period 



1. 240 transects sampled this year!

2. No surveys planned for 2014
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The average IBI score increased significantly in 2013 from the mean 2010 and 2012 
values to a similar value found in 2008. This value should be interpreted with 
caution as an usually high abundance and biomass of what appeared to be a really 
good year class of Gizzard Shad may have (most likely) inflated this value.  The 
adjusted IBI score which looks at the nearshore fish community, excludes offshore 
species like Gizzard Shad, and remained relatively low (i.e. poor) and unchanged 
from recent surveys.



Biomass has been declining since 2006.  Significantly lower in 2012 but increased 
in 2013 most likely due to the infusion of Gizzard Shad.  I expect that carp and 
brown bullhead biomass was still low.

5



Significantly lower in 2010, 2012 and 2013 than most years
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The inflated value in 2012 was back to the average value found in HH at about 10%.  
Largemouth bass and Bowfin were the most abundant piscivores found in the catch.  
Stocked walleye were caught regularly.



American Eels are becoming more common in the catch again – or at least we try to 
catch them!  We see more than we catch- they are slippery guys….
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Percentage of generalists is down- this needs to be explored further.
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The stocked walleye appear to be doing well.  They were caught frequently, 
exhibited good growth according to my colleagues at the OMNR and looked great!  
They were caught at all electrofishing locations.
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Any Largemouth Bass of notable size seemed to have this “black mouth” or red 
sores/lesions around their mouths!  Very disturbing!!! I took lots of pictures and 
made note of every bass that was caught with such an infliction!
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Objectives for HH Fish Community Paper For AEHMS


