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The Bay Area Restoration Council is at the centre of community efforts to revitalize Hamilton Harbour and its watershed.
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BARC’s 2nd 
Annual Wine 
Tasting & Silent 
Auction
BY CINDY SMITH,  

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

What an exciting night!  The Bay Area 
Restoration Council hosted its 2nd 

annual wine tasting and silent auction in 
support of the cleanup of Hamilton Harbour 
on Friday, January 16 at The Royal Hamilton 
Yacht Club.  Sunni Genesco, Morning 
Show Co-Host on K-Lite FM made a repeat 
appearance as our Master of Ceremonies 
and kept the evening running smoothly. 
Patrons enjoyed wine from Frogpond Farms, 
L&B Wines and Pacific Wines as well 
as beer from Steam Whistle Brewing 
while listening to Shari Dunn, who 
performed live at the event.
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Thank You!
A very special thank you goes to our 
wonderful volunteers!  Our event 
would not have been a success 
without your dedication and hard 
work.  Our sincere gratitude to Ed 
Clay, Julie Fairrie, Michael Griffin, 
Andrew Hall, Mary Helwig-Hall, 
Kirstin Silvera, Steph Sun, Kirsten 
Wetselaar and Carol White.

You could feel the rush as patrons bid on unique opportunities 
such as a helicopter ride over Burlington, a guided canoe 
trip through Cootes Paradise, a guided waterfall hike and a 
behind the scenes tour of the Fishway.  Others bid on private 
VIP winery tours; spa, hotel and restaurant gift certificates; 
platinum seats to sporting events; boat cruises on the harbour 
and one-of-a-kind pieces of art.  We even had patrons bidding 
together on group items such as a 10-person cruise aboard 
The Agro and a 10-person VIP experience at Steam Whistle 
Brewing.  Congratulations to all of the winning bidders!

Thank you to all of the donors, patrons and friends of BARC 
who supported the event and helped make it such a great 
success!

BAY AREA RESTORATION COUNCIL 
Life Sciences Building – B130F 
1280 Main Street West, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4K1 

Tel: (905) 527-7111 Email: barc@hamiltonharbour.ca 
www.hamiltonharbour.ca 

President: Larry Russell
Executive Director: Jim Hudson 
Communications Manager: Cindy Smith  
Program Manager: Kelly Pike

Bringing Back the Bay is published four times per 
year. Articles in this newsletter reflect the views of 
the individual contributors. Your comments and 
letters to the editor are encouraged. 

Newsletter Editor: Cindy Smith
Newsletter Design: Launchbox Inc.

Funding for this newsletter generously provided by the Ontario 
Ministry of the Environment. 
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Earth Day Community Tree Planting
Saturday, April 18 
Churchill Park, Hamilton
11:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

BARC’s Annual Community Workshop
Saturday, April 25
Parks Canada Discovery Centre
8:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Hamilton Waterfest
Saturday, July 4
Bayfront Park
8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Spend the day at Bayfront Park enjoying dragonboat 
races, live music and family fun. 

Hamilton Waterfront Wingfest
The Hamilton Waterfront Trust is hosting the city’s 
second Hamilton Waterfront Wingfest from Friday,  
June 12th to Sunday, June 14th at Pier 8.  The event  
will include the sale of chicken wings from a variety of  
local restaurants, a carnival for children, an original art 
show, inexpensive boat tours and live entertainment.  
Admission is free.  For more information, please visit 
www.hamiltonwaterfrontwingfest.com.

Hamilton Harbour Fishing Derby
Saturday, August 15
47 Discovery Drive 
 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Adults and Kids Fishing Derby - catch and release
Fish caught anywhere in the Harbour; 33 prizes available! 

Changes on the Board of Directors

2009 Dates to Remember

Bay    Watch

The Harbour Huggers Dragonboat 
Team Has a Paddle for You!
BY CINDY SMITH,  

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

The Harbour Huggers dragonboat 
team is gearing up for another 

exciting race day at Bayfront Park on 
Saturday, July 4.  We’re looking for 
a few new paddlers to fill our boat.  
Come spend the day with us as we 
paddle to raise funds in support of 
BARC and the clean-up of Hamilton 
Harbour.  For more information, visit 
www.dragon-boats.com/hamilton/ or 
call the BARC office at 905-527-7111.     

We are sad to report that Beth Stormont of the Hamilton 
Conservation Authority resigned from the BARC Board to 
deal with increased demands of both her “day job” and 
family illness.  We thank Beth for her contributions.  She 
will be missed.

After searching for a replacement for Beth, the BARC 
Board recently elected a new Director, Gina Guerra, 

Director of Sales and Business Development at Steelcare 
Inc.  Gina is graduate of McMaster University and trained 
as a civil engineer early on in her career at a consulting 
engineering firm before joining Dofasco Inc in 1988. She 
joined Steelcare in Jan of 2006 after an 18-year career 
in the steel industry. Gina has lead development and 
strategic branding, a skill set that will prove invaluable to 
BARC. 
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New Eye-Catching Banners
BY CINDY SMITH, COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

Thanks to funding from the Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment, BARC was able to purchase some 

new promotional materials.  Our new banners feature 
photographs from three key elements of harbour 
restoration: ecology, industry and recreation. 

We were very fortunate to have some of the 
photographs supplied to us by Glenn Barrett.  Two of 
Glenn’s photographs were used on the new ecology 
banner, emphasizing the beauty of the native wildlife 
around Hamilton Harbour.     

Glenn is a Wildlife Toxicology Technician with 
Environment Canada.  He has worked for the Canadian 
Wildlife Service (CWS) since 1994, assisting with studies 
on wildlife throughout the Great Lakes watershed, 
including herring gulls, ospreys, American kestrels, 
snapping turtles, leopard frogs and mudpuppies. This 
involves both field work and analysis for a number of 
projects and programs – including the Great Lakes 
Herring Gull Egg Contaminants Monitoring Program 
– which assess the impact of contaminants on Great 
Lakes wildlife species. Currently Glenn is involved in projects examining impacts of various contaminants on tree 
swallows and the impacts of fire retardants (polybrominated diphenyl ethers) on captive mink.

“Working in the field of wildlife biology has allowed me the opportunities to see a lot of amazing places and species so I 
always try to remember to bring one of our work cameras.  Since wildlife watching and traveling are also both passions 

of mine I have had lots of non-CWS 
opportunities to further improve 
my photography skills and take 
photos to add to my web site!”

The next time you’re at an event 
with BARC, take a walk past our 
new banners.  We’ll have them on 
display at our upcoming community 
event series and also at Earth Day 
Hamilton-Burlington’s Eco-Festival 
at Royal Botanical Gardens in April.  
They look fabulous and are sure to 
catch your attention.

To view more of Glenn’s 
photography, like the two photos 
displayed here from our banners, 
please visit his web site at  
http://pbase.com/glenn_barrett/.
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Join the Bay Area Restoration Council 
and Royal Botanical Gardens 

at Earth Day Hamilton-Burlington’s 
annual Sunoco Earth Day Community 
Tree Planting on Saturday, April 18 
from 11:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. at Churchill 
Park in Hamilton.  

More than 10,000 trees have already 
been planted at this annual event.  
Come help us:

• remediate natural areas suffering 
from man-made degradation 

• combat global warming 
• provide a tree canopy 

In addition to planting, you can enjoy:
• face painting 
• entertainment 
• bike repair clinic 
• live raptor exhibits 
• eco-scavenger hunt 
• horse drawn wagon rides 
• ‘eco’ displays and activities 

Bring gloves, a shovel and dress 
appropriately as this event goes rain or 
shine.  Fun for the whole family!

Make a Difference on April 18
BY CINDY SMITH, COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

In early January, BARC’s Board of Directors and staff 
began the process of developing a broad strategic 

plan for BARC.  Our previous plan was primarily a 
communications plan.

While the Board and staff members bring lots of ideas to the 
table, this is also the time for members and stakeholders to 
give us your input.  Please take a minute to let us know what 
you think on a variety of issues.  Some questions to get you 
thinking include:

• What is BARC’s main purpose? 

• Should membership continue to be free?

• Do we have the right balance between our communication, 
collaboration and watchdog roles?

• How should BARC’s role change once the harbour is 
delisted?

Please send your comments to Jim Hudson at jhudson@
hamiltonharbour.ca or by mail to the BARC office with “Strategy” 
as the title of your message.  Thanks for helping make BARC 
an even more effective force in harbour restoration.  Future 
newsletters will include updates on the plan. 

A Strategic Plan for BARC
BY JIM HUDSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Environmental Stimulus and Economic Benefit

RAP Office Update
From the RAP Office
by John D. Hall MCIP, RPP
Hamilton Harbour RAP Coordinator
John.Hall@ec.gc.ca

RAP Office
Canada Centre for Inland Waters
867 Lakeshore Road, Box 5050
Burlington, Ontario L7R 4A6
(905) 336-6279

It’s time to acknowledge that the economy is a subset of the 
environment.

Past thinking has pursued economic benefit based on 
cheap resources and even cheaper waste disposal.  This 
paradigm assumes inexhaustible natural resources and an 
infinite assimilation capacity of our ecosystem.   For a long 
time our society has know that these assumptions simply 
aren’t true; hence the move to sustainable development.  
Yes sustainable development, remember that tired old term.  
In this time of climate change, peak oil, and economic melt 
down, the term sustainable development gets lost.   But 
our worldwide economic melt down gives us the chance 
to make dramatic shifts in the way we have been doing 
things.  

Massive economic stimulus packages are being implemented 
around the world and most western governments focus on 
building new economies based on more environmentally 
friendly, more environmentally sustainable infrastructure.  So 
what does this have to do with the Hamilton Harbour Remedial 
Action Plan?

For several years now our RAP has made the connection 
between Hamilton’s image, a 
polluted city with a toxic harbour, 
to the economic prosperity of the 
community.  We have argued that 
this image is a major impediment 
to attracting new economy and the 
best and the brightest to the area.  
We are fortunate to have McMaster 
University, one of Canada’s leading 
and internationally recognized 
research universities.  Centres of 
excellence in health care reside in 
Hamilton.  The Canada Centre for 
Inland Waters, one of the world’s 
premier fresh water research 
facilities, is located on the shores 

of Hamilton Harbour.  Our steel industries are surviving and 
will only survive if they become the most technologically 
advanced and environmentally sustainable they can be.

When our community advertises itself, it brags about its 
amenities; health care, education, recreation, its educated and 
skilled workforce, its infrastructure and the natural amenities 
that make it an attractive place to live, work and play.  It is easy 
to see that the Harbour can be at the centre of what attracts 
growth and development to the area.

Growth is now moving to a more sustainable compact form as 
a result of provincial policies defining greenlands and places 
to grow.  Hamilton and Burlington’s future development will 
result from inward intensification and not sprawling outward 
expansion.  Enhancements in mass transit proposed by 
Metrolinks will become more viable as our communities 
increase in density.  Our harbour, Lake Ontario shoreline 
and Niagara Escarpment Parks will become the places 
people will migrate to for recreation and solace.  So what 
does this have to do with our economic recessionary times 
and the right kind of investments to make in the future of our 
communities?

Woodward WWTP Aerial
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Both the Woodward Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) 
serving Hamilton and the Skyway WWTP serving Burlington 
are at capacity.  Growth in both communities cannot occur 
without expanded wastewater treatment.  Along with this growth 
is the finite limit of the Harbour to receive wastewater effluent.  
This means that with growth, the quality of wastewater effluent 
discharging to the Harbour will have to improve.  Improve to 
the point of delisting the Harbour as an internationally listed 
“pollution hot spot” on the Great Lakes.

The City of Hamilton and the Region of Halton are both 
applying to the federal and provincial governments for 
a total of $250 million in infrastructure funding to assist 
with two thirds of the costs to make improvements to 
their wastewater treatment plants to meet the delisting 
targets set for the RAP.  The cost of growth portions 
of the expansions and upgrades will be borne by new 

development and the municipalities will cover the ongoing 
operating costs through their water and sewer rates.  Not 
only are construction jobs created, but more importantly, 
these infrastructure investments allow for the right kind of 
growth and return an environmental and economic benefit to 
the whole community as the Harbour is delisted.  In simple 
dollar value a Benefits Assessment Study prepared by the 
Schulich School of Business at York University shows a 
cumulative return of $914 million on future investments in 
the Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan.

In January a meeting was held with our members of provincial 
and federal government along with our local mayors.  We 
sought their support for investment in these major wastewater 
treatment upgrades. It was an opportunity to make the 
investments in the Bay Area that will lead to a profitable and 
sustainable future.

Toward Safe 
Harbours 2008 
is Now Available
BY KELLY PIKE, PROGRAM MANAGER

After a year of interviews and research, the BARC 
Monitoring Committee has released Toward Safe 

Harbours 2008 – Hamilton Harbour Beaches.

In its 2007 Report Card, BARC reported progress in all 
aspects of the Harbour cleanup since 2002, except for 
beach water quality.  Hamilton Harbour beaches are 
unsafe for swimming on a regular basis due to high 
bacteria levels. 

Led by Chair Andy Sebestyen, the Monitoring 
Committee assessed the issue of bacterial 
contamination at Harbour beaches.  The report 
lists sources of contamination, research gaps and 
recommendations for future beach management.  

The complete report is available in pdf format at  
www.hamiltonharbour.ca/programs-harbourreports.htm 
or call the BARC office for a copy.

The Monitoring Committee is now preparing for Toward Safe Harbours 2009.  As we say good-bye to Andy, we are pleased 
to welcome Sarodha Rajkumar as the new Chair. The 2009 report will assess how well BARC is reaching the public.  This will 
be done through a public survey.  Stay tuned!



Become a Supporting Member!
YES! I support the restoration of Hamilton Harbour and its watershed.

Name:

Address:     

City:     Postal Code:

Phone:     

I am applying as a representative of:

I wish to be a non-voting member:

Emal:

“Bringing Back the Bay” Newsletter
Check if you wish to receive your newsletter electronically:

 $200

 $100

 $50

 $30

 $

Thank you for your generous support. 
Receipts are issued for donations of $10 or more.  
Charitable Registration Number: 89293 6584 RR0001

For more information on this and other events, please visit our web site at www.hamiltonharbour.ca/events

“LOOKING BEyOND 2015”  
BARC’S ANNuAL COMMuNITy WORKSHOP

Saturday, April 25, 2009
Parks Canada Discovery Centre  

57 Discovery Drive, Hamilton
8:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

The BARC and RAP mandates are tied to legacy 
problems in Hamilton Harbour that were identified in the 

1980s with a goal to clean them up by 2015. 

What should we be doing "beyond" these problems? 

Join BARC and a panel of guest speakers as we look 
at new threats such as emerging chemicals of concern 

and antibiotic resistance.  

Admission is free.  

Please rsvp to BARC at 905-527-7111  
or csmith@hamiltonharbour.ca.

Photo: Spirit of Nature


