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We are thrilled that the project to contain the toxic 

sediment at Randle Reef has finally been given the 

green light! 

 

On September 30 it was announced that the federal 

and provincial governments and the cities of Hamil-

ton and Burlington, along with U.S. Steel Canada, the 

Hamil ton Port 

Authori ty and 

Halton Region 

have cleared the 

final legal hurdles 

keeping the $138.9

-million cleanup 

project from put-

ting shovels in the 

water in 2014. 

 

The project in-

volves the con-

struction of a 7.5 

h e c t a r e  ( 1 8 . 5 

acres) Engineered 

Containment Fa-

cility (ECF) that 

w i l l  c o n t a i n 

675,000m3 of sedi-

ment contami-

nated most nota-

bly with poly-

cyclic aromatic 

hydrocarbons (PAH). The volume of sediment to be 

contained means that the ECF will be the size of 

Copps Coliseum filled to the rafters... three times!  

Before the final cap is placed on the site in 2022, 

Hamilton Harbour will no longer hold its present title 

as the largest known PAH-contaminated site in Can-

ada. And, we’ll have checked a critically important 

box on the way to bringing back the Bay! 

Pinch Us, We Must Be Dreaming! 
By Chris McLaughlin, Executive Director 

Photo courtesy of: The Hamilton Spectator 
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On Saturday, July 20, ArcelorMittal Dofasco’s Team Or-

ange participated in BARC’s Marsh Volunteer Planting 

program, in partnership with the Royal Botanical Gar-

dens (RBG).  Team Orange is a dedicated group of Arce-

lorMittal Dofasco employees that participate in or volun-

teer at community events and activities as a group. 

We met at the RBG Arboretum at 

9:30am.  We had a great crew that in-

cluded 10 Team Orange volunteers, 

several Royal Botanical Gardens staff 

members, and me. I was given an hon-

orary orange ArcelorMittal Dofasco 

towel that matched the team, which 

came in very handy at the end of the 

day! We did a short meet and greet be-

fore taking a nice hike through the 

trails to the marsh boardwalk. 

 

RBG staff gave a great overview of 

Cootes Paradise and the purpose of the 

Marsh Volunteer Planting program.  Everyone suited 

up in hip waders, and then things got tricky!  The plant-

ing site was located on the other side of the marsh, so 

we had to take a boat ride to get there.  The boat could 

not reach all the way to the boardwalk because of vege-

tation, so we carefully hoisted ourselves down into the 

water, walked through the marsh to reach the boat (the 

water was above knee-level by now), hoisted ourselves 

into the boat, and headed to the planting site.  Once we 

reached the planting site we once again hoisted our-

selves out into the marsh.  At this point the boat would 

leave and head back across the marsh to pick up an-

other group of Team Orange volunteers. 

 

Once everyone arrived at the planting site the planting 

went relatively quickly.  The group planted 550 cattails 

in under two hours.  The sediment was soft and we 

were able to dig the holes with our hands.  The soft 

sediment, however, also meant that our boots were con-

stantly getting stuck.  Many people had to use their 

hands to pull on their hip waders to get their feet mov-

ing again.  Surprisingly nobody fell into the marsh, al-

though several people filled their hip waders with wa-

ter. 

 

When the planting was completed, we returned via 

boat to the boardwalk and then hiked back to the Arbo-

retum.  We had some much-some needed refreshments 

and light snacks before heading home.   

Marsh Planting With ArcelorMittal Dofasco’s Team Orange 
By Kelly Pike, Program Manager 
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The Marsh Volunteer Planting program engages members 

of the community in the restoration of Cootes Paradise.  

The plants provide food and habitat for many fish and 

wildlife species, help to hold sediment in place, and re-

move toxins (thereby improving water quality). RBG staff 

has noted that this year’s plantings are doing well.  To 

register for the program please email me at the BARC of-

fice (kpike@hamiltonharbour.ca).   

 

A warm thank you to ArcelorMittal Dofasco’s Team Or-

ange! A special thank you to Richard Do Couto 

(Specialist, Corporate Responsibility and Public Affairs, 

ArcelorMittal Dofasco) for coordinating the Team Orange 

volunteers.  Well done team! 

All photos courtesy of: 

Joseph Bucci, Joseph’s Photography 

mailto:kpike@hamiltonharbour.ca
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The Cogeco Ontario Green Com-

mittee focuses on internal initia-

tives in order to reduce Cogeco 

Cable’s carbon footprint. Activi-

ties may include awareness and 

communications campaigns, cam-

paigns promoting the reduction 

of consumables, and opting for 

environmentally sensitive options 

where possible. 

 

Funds raised by the Cogeco On-

tario Green Committee this spring 

during various events, including 

the Earth Week ‘Wear Green/

Wear Jeans’ fundraiser, were gen-

erously donated to BARC.  Co-

geco CEO Louise St. Pierre was 

supportive and agreed to double 

the amount raised by the commit-

tee, bringing the total to $4000.  

This money will help BARC to 

“Bring Back the Bay!” 

Cogeco supports the Bay Area Restoration Council 

From left to right: Geoff Cape, Facilities Manager – Ontario (Cogeco), Elaine Shannon, 

Major Accounts Manager and Ontario Green Committee Chair (Cogeco), and Chris 

McLaughlin, Executive Director (BARC) 

With the end of October fast approaching, BARC is preparing to pack up its Harbourfront outreach locations for the sea-

son. The past five months have been a wonderful success for BARC – our locations allowed us to interact with over 1,338 

visitors – 1,150 interactions at the BaySpace alone! How did we achieve these numbers? BARC was privileged to have 

ten wonderfully dedicated volunteers, all of whom were passionate about the Harbour and local environmental issues. 

Bayfront festivals, charity runs, BARC programs and of course, the Tall Ships Festival all contributed to our success and 

made our outreach efforts even more enjoyable. 

Thank you to our volunteers: 

Harbourfront Outreach: The End of a Great Season 
By Ilona Feldmann, Outreach Coordinator 

Alyson Brown 

Daniel Canas 

Kelly To 

Kristine Hammill 

Logesh Pavaday Pillay 

Maria Song 

Nikki Hassell 

Renee lemmond 

Sanja Gidakovic 

Stephanie Lantos 
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RAP Office Update 
 RAP Office 
 

 Canada Centre for Inland Waters 
 867 Lakeshore Road, Box 5050 
 Burlington, Ontario L7R 4A6 
 905-336-6279 

Future Focus… Harbour to 

Watershed 

On a number of occasions over the years BARC has or-

ganized an opportunity to provide our local MPs, MPPs 

and watershed Mayors with a breakfast briefing on the 

state of the HHRAP and challenges for the future.  Here is 

a transcript of the speech made by John Hall, Coordinator 

of the  Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan  

 

“Water entering the Harbour on average takes about a year 

and a half to circulate and move on into Lake Ontario. 

 

Presently approximately 320 kg of phosphorus finds its 

way into the Harbour per day.  Tys Theysmeyer, Head of 

Natural Lands at the Royal Botanical Gardens, calculated 

that this amount is equivalent to approximately four aver-

age sized men made out of phosphorus jumping into the 

Harbour and bobbing around.  Can you visualize that? 

 

Why is reducing phosphorus so important to water qual-

ity?  Phosphorus is the key nutrient that triggers algal 

growth and too much algae reduces water clarity and di-

minishes oxygen levels when it decomposes.  This leads 

to a whole range of negative environmental impacts.  This 

panel shows that we have cut the phosphorus concentra-

tion in half since the RAP started but we need to cut it in 

half again by 2020. Instead of four phosphorus men jump-

ing into the Harbour each day we need to cut it down to 

two phosphorus men. 

 

Where does our Harbour water come from?  About half 

the flow to the Harbour comes from the waste water 

treatment plants (WWTP); the other half comes from the 

watershed.   With the improvements to the WWTPs the 

influence of the watershed will become more apparent.  

Understanding this difference in the delivery of phospho-

rus is important to understanding how the Harbour may 

respond to phosphorus inputs. 

 

The Ontario Ministry of the Environment during the past 

few years carried out sampling of storm events on several 

of the creeks outletting to the Harbour.  No surprise that 

the phosphorus and sediment load rises with the intensity 

of the rain storm.  This is because not only does phospho-

rus run off the landscape but it is also attached to sedi-

ment, hence the dirtier the water the higher the phospho-

rus load is likely to be.  Our watersheds can provide 

pulses of phosphorus which can tip the concentration 

levels in the Harbour and trigger an algal bloom. 

 

The watershed of Hamilton Harbour is about 500 sq kilo-

meters.  About 1/3 is natural, 1/3 is agricultural and 1/3 is 

urban.  It of course is not evenly distributed with the 

Spencer and Grindstone Creeks largely natural and agri-

cultural and the Redhill Creek mostly urban.  The head-

waters of the Spencer Creek for example, up in Puslinch, 

contain groundwater discharged through wetlands and 

this is great quality water.  Unfortunately as the water 

moves downstream through our rural agricultural lands 

it picks up sediment and phosphorus loading during 

storms.  Some specialized rural activities may be more 

intense users of phosphorus and have the potential to 

export more phosphorus during rain events. 

 

Of particular concern is urban runoff.  The highest con-

centrations of phosphorus are typically from urban areas. 

 

Recently we have experienced more then our fair share of 

severe rainstorms, the Red Hill Creek has had several.  So 

as municipalities we have major flooding and erosion 

issues to deal with already.  The good news or light at the 

end of the tunnel is the fact that most of what we will 

have to do to solve the flooding and erosion problems 

will also go a long ways towards reducing phosphorus 

and sediment loading. 

 

We have entered a new era of storm water management.  

Instead of concentrating on conveying flows we need to 

concentrate on infiltrating rain water and snow melt.  Our 

conveyance systems simply can’t handle the increased 

volumes and frequency of runoff events.  This is leading 

to municipalities adopting a range of “low impact devel-

opment” techniques. 
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Environment Environnment  
Canada  Canada 

This Project was undertaken with the financial support of the 
Government of Canada provided through the Department of the 

Environment. 
 

Ce Projet a été réalisé avec l’appui financier du Gouvernement du 
Canada agissant par l’entremise du Ministère de l’Environnement. 

Bringing Back the Bay is published four times per year.  

Articles in this newsletter reflect the views of the 

individual contributors. Your comments and letters to 

the editor are encouraged. 

Funding for this newsletter generously 
provided by the Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment. 

 

 

Focusing on infiltration will require efforts at the individ-

ual lot level whether you are a residential land owner, a 

large mall, a big box complex or a university campus.  

How to manage this new urban infrastructure system will 

demand changes; changes in design, maintenance and 

how we invest in and maintain this new combination of 

public and private initiatives.  It will also require retrofit-

ting our systems. 

 

Our Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan team is 

poised to work with our municipal and conservation au-

thority partners to bring science and management to-

gether to solve problems of flooding, erosion, phosphorus 

and sediment management.  We don’t have all the an-

swers yet, but we have some insights into potential solu-

tions.  It will take a concerted effort by all of our partners: 

federal, provincial, municipal, conservation authorities, 

universities and the list goes on. 

 

I want to end by identifying the barometer we have in 

place that will show us the effectiveness of our efforts: 

Cootes Paradise Marsh.  The water quality of Cootes 

Paradise is reflected by the  quality of the water flowing 

into it from Spencer and Chedoke Creeks.   

 

The challenge for the Remedial Action Plan is to secure 

the commitment of our partners to the various watershed 

initiatives which will be the focus of this Remedial Action 

Plan as we set out sights on 2020.” 

 

In spring of 2013 St. Marguerite d'Youville School partici-

pated in the Stream of Dreams™ program with BARC.  

This was just one of many activities the school 

participated in toward Platinum Ontario EcoSchools 

Certification.   In addition to the Stream of Dreams™ pro-

gram, the school celebrated March as Watershed Month, 

World Water Day on March 22 during Water Week, and 

Drinking Water Week in May.  

 

St. Marguerite d'Youville continues to be active in many 

great initiatives.  In October over 500 students and staff 

walked or rolled to school and took a Yellow Day Photo 

to share with the community.  With the slogan “We 

LOVE to Move!” they are promoting healthy bodies and a 

healthy planet! There were over 150 bikers, roller bladers 

and roller skaters and the rest of the school community 

walked.  Keep up the good work! 

Great Things Happening at  

St. Marguerite d'Youville School 
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Become a Supporting Member! 
 

YES! I support Hamilton Harbour and its watershed. 
Name: ______________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

City: _________________________  Postal Code: ___________ 

Phone: _______________________ 

I am applying as a representative of: ______________________ 

I wish to be a non-voting member  

Email: _______________________________________________ 

Bringing Back the Bay Newsletters will be delivered electronically to the  

email address provided unless we are otherwise contacted. 

 $200  $100  $50 

 $30  $ ______ 

 
Thank you for your generous support. 
Please note that receipts can only be 

issued for donations over $10. 
Charitable Registration Number:  

89293 6584 RR0001 

Mark Your Calendars! 
BARC’s Annual Winter Fundraiser 

February 28, 2014 

Stay tuned for details! 

 


