
Sailboats, kayaks, a dragon 

boat and a yacht.  These are the 
ingredients for a wild and 

wonderful Waterfest at the 
waterfront.   
 

Over 30 volunteers and 400 
attendees joined in the fun, as 

BARC hosted our 2nd Annual 

Multicultural Waterfest at the 
beautiful Royal Hamilton Yacht 

Club (RHYC). 
 
The goal of the event was to 

give new Canadians the 
opportunity to try out boats in a 

fun and safe environment.   

We hope that their obvious 
delight in this year and last 

year‘s events will turn into a life
-long nurturing relationship with 
Hamilton Harbour and its 

watershed.          
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In 1984, I was fifteen when the 

movie Top Secret!  arrived in 
theatres.  Starring a then-slim 

and mostly unknown Val Kilmer, 
this war movie spoof featured 
the kind of sledgehammer 

humour that goes over big with 
boys in their teens.  There's one 

scene where Kilmer's character 
meets members of the French 
Resistance, one of whom is 

cleverly (and I use that word 
loosely) named Déja Vu.  Déja 

Vu then asks the skinny Mr. 
Kilmer, "Haven't we met 
before?" 

 
That's how I feel in the fall of 

2011.  This summer I returned 
to the BARC Board of Directors 

and ended up in the exact same 
position I held when I concluded 
my term a few years ago – 

president.  I'm also getting déja 
vu because BARC is (as I write 

this) conducting a search for a 
new executive director for just 

the second time in something 

like 18 years … I was the 
president both times.  I'm trying 

not to take it personally. 
 
The process of replacing Jim 

Hudson, our recently-departed 
executive director, will be a 

challenging one because Jim 
built a significant legacy with 
BARC, but this is also a 

magnificent opportunity to 
prepare the organization for the 

hopefully triumphant run toward 
delisting the Hamilton Harbour 
Watershed as an Area of 

Concern.   
 

Now in its 21st year as an 
organization, BARC continues to 

evolve and our most senior staff 
position is evolving with it.  The 
demands on this position going 

forward will be significant, but 
knowing the candidate pool, so 

too will be the talents and 
capacity of our new staff leader. 

Once our new executive director 

settles in, he or she will guide 
BARC though what promises to 

be an exciting 2012.  We are 
looking forward to acting on our 
new strategic plan, producing 

our once-every-five-years 
"Report Card" on the state of 

the remediation efforts, and 
helping to coalesce local support 
and funding for the all-

important Randle Reef project.   
 

The next twelve months 
promise to be a watershed time 
for BARC (pun intended).  I'm 

looking forward to doing my 
part and I hope we can count on 

you and your engagement.  The 
only way to bring back the bay 

is to do it together. 

 
 
 
Scott Koblyk, BARC President 

   



 

This year, FutureWatch, a non-

profit partner stationed in 
Guelph, provided a lively band 

that kept us smiling.  We also 
had our first halal BBQ!  Thanks 
to Oak Run Bakery for the buns 

- and for giving many new 
Canadians their first taste of 

butter tarts.   The kind and 
generous owners of Desi Cuisine 
patiently doled out serving upon 

serving of delicious Indian food 
as well. What a treat! 

 
Isabella & Wasan from the St. 
Joseph‘s Immigrant Women‘s 

Centre had bubbles on hand for 
the youngest kids, while the 

older ones put out their hands 
for henna, and kids of all ages 

had their faces painted by 
Esther at the FutureWatch tent. 
 

Our special thanks to Shahira 
Nabab Jhan from YMCA 

Settlement Services for her hard 
work in promoting the event.  
Our turnout was nearly 

overwhelming because of her 
efforts. 

Thank you to our partners! 

Hamilton Bay Sailing Club 
(They provided 3 sailboats, 

skippers and more) 
Royal Hamilton Yacht Club 
(For the facilities, juice, and 

the amazing helping hands) 
Lively Dragon (One lively 

boat and 3 lively helpers) 
Judy Marsales (Having the 
sturdiest sign stands in the 

city) 
Hamilton Waterfront Trust (A 

tent over our heads, kept us 
cool and shady) 
Hamilton Power & Sail 

Squadron (For managing the 
throngs and assuring their 

safety on the water) 
Deb McBride (For really 

making a splash with her 
kayak!) 
FutureWatch (For the band, 

henna, face-painting and 
being excellent partners 

through it all) 
St. Joseph‘s Immigrant 
Women‘s Centre (For the 

bubbles, information and 
planning help) 

Russ Perry & Murray 

Thompson(2 great captains 
in one great big boat!) 

OakRun Bakery & Desi 
Cuisine (Delicious food!) 

 

Thank you sponsors! 
 

ArcelorMittal Dofasco 

U.S. Steel Canada 

The Hamilton Port Authority 

 

 

Jim Hudson, who has tirelessly 

worked as BARC‘s executive 
director for the past five years, 

has moved up and on.  He will 
be sorely missed as he was a 
wonderful advocate for BARC on 

multi levels of government, with 
industry, the media and the 

community.  BARC‘s concerns 
were articulated strongly and 
succinctly through a variety of 

venues. 
 

Jim leaves a living legacy with 
BARC as he has made multiple 
changes that will be a 

continuing benefit. Due to his 
tireless work with government 

and industry Randle Reef is well 

on the way to containment.   I 
know very few people who 

genuinely have such a strong 
work ethic as Jim. He always 
went above and beyond, often 

called me from home and was 
always available.   

 
We‘ll miss you Jim, and hope 
that you and your family will not 

be strangers to BARC. 
 

  
 
 

Debra McBride,  

BARC Vice 
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With a packed house in front 

of them, our panel of experts 
presented a thorough and 

educational update on the 
remediation of Randle Reef.   

A crowd hungry for details, 
we listened with open ears as 

we learned about progress to 
date on this critical project. 

 
Randle Reef remains second 

only to the Sydney Tar Ponds 
as Canada‘s largest deposit of 

toxic coal tar.  This ‗spill in 
slow motion‘ located just off 

the northern tip of Sherman 

Street, is the focus of a much
-discussed containment 

project. 
 

Roger Santiago, Environment 
Canada‘s Sediment 

Remediation Project 
Manager, reported that 

engineering designs are 

nearly complete for a 

containment structure which 

would securely hold in the 
toxic sediment.   He showed 

us how this containment 
structure would be built – 

hopefully with ‗shovels in the 
water‘ in 2014.   

Brian McCarry, Professor of 
Chemistry and Chemical 

Biology at McMaster 

University, then shared with 

us the lengthy consultation 

process that had brought us 
to this point.  Followed by 

John Shaw (Retired 
Environment Canada Official), 

with an explanation of how a 
remediated Randle Reef 

would benefit the Hamilton 
area – not just ecologically, 

but also socially and 
economically.  Local property 

owners alone are predicted to 
see a benefit of over $96 

million (in 2005 dollars)*. 
 

John Hall, Hamilton Harbour‘s 

Remedial Action Plan 
Coordinator, capped off the 

presentation by showing how 
the remediation of Randle 

Reef fits into the overall goals 
of the RAP and a cleaner 

Hamilton Harbour. 
 

To learn more about  
Randle Reef and to see a pdf 

of the presentation, visit: 
www.hamiltonharbour.ca/ 

whysave-threats.htm 

Our panel of experts from left to right: Brian McCarry, John Shaw, John Hall, Roger Santiago. 

Above: The Proposed Environmental Containment Facility    
 

From left:  Laurel Thompson & Jim Hudson, John Hall & Anne Redish, and Maria Topalovic, 
Kelly Pike & Michael Griffin.              Photo Credits: Rhoda deJonge 
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Business, York University in association with DSS Management Consultants Inc. 
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Increase in Storm Surges:   

Hamilton‘s wastewater 
treatment needs are growing.  

Our Woodward Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (WWTP) has 

hit peak capacity during 
stormwater events.  Will we 

be prepared for larger and 
more frequent storms that 

may come with global 
warming? 

 
How does rainfall impact 

our stormwater system?     
Hamilton‘s wastewater 

system has combined 

sanitary/stormwater service 
areas (mostly in older areas 

of the city) and separated 
sanitary service areas (in 

newer areas of the greater 
Hamilton area).   

   
In areas of the city with 

combined service, rainwater 
(and anything flowing with it) 

goes into our storm drains 
and joins our sewer pipes 

before treatment at our 

Woodward or Dundas 

treatment plants. 
 

When we have a large storm 
surge, Combined Sewer 

Overflow (CSO) tanks store 
excess water flow during wet 

weather conditions, until 
capacity is available at the 

WWTPs. Without these tanks, 
the mixed water runoff and 

sewage would overflow into 
Hamilton Harbour untreated!  

 
What is the City doing to 

improve our stormwater 

system? 
Facility upgrades will help the 

City handle the greater 
influxes of rainwater and 

sewer inputs. 
 

Hamilton has completed a 
recent environmental 

assessment which identifies 
the need to construct a Real 

Time Control System (RTCS) 
for the wastewater collection 

system.  
 

The RTCS 

will 
maximize 

use of 
existing 

sewer 
pipes and 

optimize 
flows 

reaching 
the WWTP 

to reduce 
combined 

sewer 
overflows.  

 

 

The RTCS allows flow 

regulators and interceptor 
sewers to operate at or closer 

to capacity for longer periods 
in order to make our system 

more efficient.  
 

What can we do to help? 
The City and citizens of 

Hamilton can help reduce 
over-loading our wastewater 

systems by investing in 
‗green stormwater 

infrastructure‘. 
 

Examples of green 

infrastructure include green 
roofs, rain barrels, urban 

forests & parks, constructed 
wetlands or rain gardens.   

These all involve natural or 
engineered structures that 

capture, direct, and retain 
stormwater and wastewater 

before it enters combined 
sewers. 

 
Green stormwater 

infrastructure allows water to 
naturally infiltrate into the 

ground to sustain aquifers 

and river flows.  It has the 
added benefit of capturing 

sediment, removing 
pollutants from water, and 

importantly reducing the 
amount of water flowing into 

our over-stretched WWTP. 
 

With the new upgrades, 
Hamilton‘s wastewater 

systems will be better 
prepared for increased storm 

surges, especially if citizens 
pitch in to help by investing 

in our green infrastructure.   
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Yogi Berra had it right.  

This month I‘m writing 
on the same topic as 

last month.  Déjà vu all 
over again?  I hope 

not.  But I‘ve been 
requested to expand 

upon our reconvening 
of the Stakeholder 

Forum. 
 

A Remedial Action Plan 
is all about ―delisting‖ 

an ―Area of Concern‖ 
from the International 

Joint Commission‘s list 

published under the 
Great Lakes Water 

Quality Agreement.  
Yikes what a load of 

terms!  Translation:  
The plan for cleaning-

up Hamilton Harbour 
needs to result in 

removal of the Harbour from 
a list of pollution hot spots 

established under an 
agreement between Canada 

and the United States.  Ok, 
now that‘s clear. 

 

How do they judge whether 
an area once designated an 

―Area of Concern‖, read 
―pollution hot spot‖, can be 

delisted?  Easy, you meet all 
the objectives established 

under a group of 14 
―Beneficial Use Impairments‖.  

Oh no, more terms!  
Translation:  The natural 

ecosystem is restored to a 
condition the local 

community, province and 
federal governments find 

acceptable.  Which in a sense 

means, we can eat the fish, 

swim in the water, use the 
Harbour for recreation, 

enhance the overall natural 
environment and not 

contribute to pollution of the 
Great Lakes. 

 

So what‘s this stuff about 
―Beneficial Use 

Impairments‖?  Well, it‘s a 
list of 14 different 

environmental conditions  
used by all ―Areas of 

Concern‖.  Nearly all of them 
apply to Hamilton Harbour, 

including the following 
restrictions:  

Restrictions on fish and 
wildlife consumption;  

degradation of fish and 
wildlife populations; 

fish tumours or other 

deformities;  

bird or animal deformities 
or reproductive problems;  

degradation of  benthos;  
restrictions on dredging 

activities;  
eutrophication or 

undesirable algae;  

beach closings; degradation 
of aesthetics;  

degradation of 
phytoplankton and 

zooplankton populations;  
and loss of fish and wildlife 

habitat. 
 

So what does this all have to 
do with reconvening the 

HHRAP Stakeholder Forum?  
Simple, we need to be able to 

reach agreement on which of 
the 14 Beneficial Use 

Impairments apply and 
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exactly how we determine if 

we have remediated a 
Beneficial Use Impairment.  

In order to do this we have to 
establish criteria to measure 

changes that have occurred 
to the environment and we 

have to reach agreement on 
the environmental conditions 

we wish to establish.   
 

Now someone may be saying 
about now, wait a minute 

haven‘t you guys already 
done this?  Yes, criteria were 

established back in 1992 and 

reviewed again in 2002, but 
it is ten years later and we 

have a better understanding 

of how the Harbour responds 
to remediation efforts.  Our 

scientists writing the original 
Remedial Action Plan did two 

very wise things: they 
focused on an ecosystem 

approach as I discussed in 
last month‘s article and they 

cautioned that delisting 
criteria would need to be 

reevaluated as we learned 
more about the Harbour. 

 
So there it is.  Our 

Stakeholder Forum will focus 

its attention on the 14 
possible beneficial use 

impairments.  Are criteria 

reasonable, achievable, and 
measurable? 

 
The public are invited to 

attend the meetings of the 
Stakeholder Forum and I can 

assure you it will be like 
taking a short course on the 

condition of the Harbour and 
the science we use to 

measure its condition.  We 
will also publish the 

presentations from the 
Stakeholder Forum on the 

BARC website.  Meeting dates 

will be advertised on BARC‘s 
website once they are set. 

Do you remember the 

Biedermann fire?  A quick 
refresher:  In 2007, a fire 

broke out at the Biedermann 
Pesticide facility in Dundas.  

Water was used to quell the 
flames.  This water then 

became runoff and carried 
with it many of the pesticides 

that were inside the building.  
The water flowed into 

Spencer Creek causing 
substantial loss to the fish 

and benthic communities. 
 

Spencer Creek is a major fish 

spawning ground for the 
Hamilton Harbour Watershed.  

It also once had a healthy 
benthic community.  Benthos 

play many important roles in 
ecosystem function, not only 

as food for fish, but also as 
recyclers of organic nutrients 

in the water.   An absence of 
benthos can indicate poor 

water quality (high nitrogen, 

phosphorus, turbidity). 
Measuring the diversity and 

abundance of benthic species 
can help shed light on fish 

recovery in Spencer Creek 
and the Hamilton Harbour 

Watershed. 
 

So has Spencer Creek 
bounced back from the fire? 

A research biologist from 
York University, Dr. Roberto 

Quinlan, has examined the 
recovery of Spencer Creek 

since the fire: 

 
“At a community-level 

analysis (e.g. examining 
presence/absence of 

multiple taxa), it would 
appear that the Spencer 

Creek benthos is 
recovering… (but) it is 

unknown if there has been 
species recovery (or even 

loss) within a family”,  

 
Many of the pesticides from 

the fire washed out into 
Cootes Paradise and Hamilton 

Harbour. The long term 
affects of the pesticides 

settling into the Harbour are 
yet to be seen. The recent 

removals of fish barriers 
along Spencer Creek have 

allowed for better fish 
migration and spawning.  

 
To learn more about our 

creeks and what you can do 

to help, check out our Adopt-
A-Creek program: http://

www.hamiltonharbour.ca/
programs-adoptacreek.htm 

Image credit—http://www.riverwatch.ab.ca/ 
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Exploring The First Walking and  
Portage Trails of  

Hamilton and Dundas 
   

  Date: Tuesday, Nov. 22nd 7-9pm 
  Location: The Discovery Centre  

                57 Discovery Drive, Hamilton 
 

Join trail seekers Bob Henderson, Wayne 

Terryberry and others as they share their 
explorations of the first walking/portage 

trails in the Hamilton/Dundas area.  Learn 
how the logic of Aboriginal trail systems 

evolved into early roads in the  
Hamilton area.  

 

Please RSVP to Cindy Smith:  
csmith@hamiltonharbour.ca 

Or call: 905 527-7111 
 


