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Breakwater, $16 million in shoreline fixes are 

key to west harbour redevelopment: report 
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Millions of dollars worth of shoreline improvements are the long-awaited next steps in the 

development of the west harbour. 

A new breakwater and millions of dollars worth of shoreline improvements are the long-awaited 

next steps in the development of Hamilton’s west harbour.  

“This is all to bring people back to our waterfront,” said Councillor Sam Merulla.  

“I think there’s universal agreement that the revitalization of the waterfront is something that 

needs to be pursued expeditiously.”  

A just completed environmental report — which goes to council’s public works committee 

Monday — focuses on a key part of the recreation master plan for the west harbour from 

Bayfront Park through Pier 7.  

The west harbour plan “from a recreational perspective, as well as commercial and residential, is 

a significant future investment of the city that will be worth billions of dollars of (tax) 

assessment growth.”  

A $5-million breakwater and $16 million worth of protective work on 1,692 metres of shoreline 

have been identified as “key to the successful implementation of the master plan.”  

The study was done because municipal infrastructure requires approval under the provincial 

Environmental Assessment Act. There is a mandatory 30-day period for public review, and the 

right to appeal the entire process, the report to public works says.  

The city concluded that to address erosion, improve public safety and enhance fish habitat, the 

west harbour shoreline should be repaired or replaced — depending on the extent of 

deterioration, and a breakwater should be built, for protection from waves.  

A design for the breakwater — described only in concept in the report — would be confirmed in 

the next stage of the project. Public works would need authorization from council to begin 

implementation.  

http://www.hamilton.ca/CityDepartments/PublicWorks/Environment_Sustainable_Infrastructure/StrategicPlanning/StrategicEnvironmentalPlanningProjects/Municipal+Class+Environmental+Assessment+%28Class+EA%29+Phases+3+and+4+for+Hamilton+West+Harbour+Waterfr.htm


Chris McLaughlin, executive director of the Bay Area Restoration Council, said BARC supports 

multiple, sustainable uses of the harbour “and that involves a whole range of industrial, 

recreational and eco-system functions.”  

“Where we can get consensus – either from councillors or from a range of stakeholders – on 

moving forward with plans to further develop and protect the shoreline for those multiple uses, 

then let’s get on with it.”  

The briefing to the public works committee says “improvements to the breakwater were needed 

to adequately protect the existing marina and any future expansion,” and improvements to the 

shoreline were needed “to address structural issues and improve public safety, as well as meet 

flood standards.”  

The breakwater and shore improvements are part of an integrated plan for west harbour lands.  

Earlier this year, the Ontario Municipal Board dismissed an appeal by Hamilton’s north end 

neighbourhood association to slow traffic on James Street North and Burlington Street East.  

It was the last decision the city was waiting on before implementation of its 2002 Setting Sail 

development plan.  

Setting Sail is the city’s framework for the redevelopment of the west harbour lands, with a 

mixture of residential, commercial and recreational uses.  

The traffic management portion aims to address the influx of traffic likely to accompany future 

and ongoing waterfront development, a concern for residents and families who call the evolving 

neighbourhood home.  
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