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The Bay Area Restoration Council is at the centre of community efforts to revitalize Hamilton Harbour and its watershed.
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BARC’s 3rd Annual Wine 
Tasting & Silent Auction
BY Lainie Tessier,  

communicaTions coordinaTor

our 3rd Wine Tasting and silent auction was a great success.  Thanks to all 
the hard work of our volunteers, sponsors and donors, our guests enjoyed an 

evening of wine, cheese, beer and coffee, while listening to doug Feaver (guitar, 
harmonica, vocals) and ruth sutherland (harp, vocals)  and bid on great items.  The 
royal Hamilton Yacht club provided delicious food and a fitting location harbourside, 

while funds were raised to continue our work 
to restore the harbour and educate the community about restoration and preservation 
activities.  Please check out the Wine Tasting event page on our website for a complete 
list of donors and sponsors.

a huge THANK YOU to all our volunteers who helped make the night work seamlessly: 
emma Battiston, Vic cairns, michael Griffin, andrew Hall,  mary Helwig Hall, John Kaler, 
Fern Lambert, Julie marko dunn, deb mcBride, Jamie miles, rob muirhead, Preeya 
raja, donna reid, Kirstin silvera, Jeff Tessier, Tom Weircioch, Kirsten and Jonathan 
Wetselaar, Yolanda Volweerd.

a very special thank you to Bob Bratina, our mc, and our major sponsors: Pma canada, steam 
Whistle Brewery, my dog Joe coffee House, and The cheese shoppe on Locke street.
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Barc is pleased to welcome rhoda deJonge to the 
team!  rhoda has been hired for a 10 month position as 
our new diversity coordinator. she will help us expand 
our outreach to the Hamilton Harbour Watershed's 
multicultural population through new initiatives and 

encouraging participation in our already successful 
programs and activities.  rhoda holds a B.sc. in Biology 
with a minor in environmental studies, and has enjoyed 
employment in the united states and south Korea.  We 
expect rhoda to be an excellent addition to the office!

Td Friends of the environment provided us with a $2500 
grant to contribute to the operation and continued 
success of our “don’t Feed the Birds” program.  some of 
these funds will go toward the translating and printing of 
information into languages other than english.  

Barc’s annual spring Workshop – saturday may 8th, 
8:45am–12:30pm, Parks canada discovery centre, 57 
discovery drive, Hamilton

earth day community Tree Planting – saturday, april 24th, 
11:30am–3pm, churchill Park, Westdale, Hamilton

Visit http://www.earthdayhamilton.ca/ed/ for more 
information.

don’T Feed THe Birds program will resume by 
early may.  Please contact Barc if you would like to 
participate!

A New Partnership between BARC and Lloyd’s Register

Welcome Rhoda!

Thank You TD Friends of the Environment!

Dates to Remember

Bay    Watch
We are extremely pleased to announce a new partnership 
with Lloyd's register's Burlington office. in celebration of 
250 years of service, Lr’s Head office asked its group 
offices to apply for funding for projects that would benefit 
the community.  The Burlington office chose Barc for 
this project and the application was successful! 

Between now and september, Lr will be working with 
Barc on a number of programs including Yellow Fish 
road, adopt-a-creek, marsh and Tree Planting, stream 
of dreams and “don’t Feed the Birds”.  stay tuned for 
updates on this exciting project!
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BAY AREA RESTORATION COUNCIL 
Life sciences Building – B130F 
1280 main street West, Hamilton, ontario L8s 4K1 

Tel: (905) 527-7111 email: barc@hamiltonharbour.ca 
www.hamiltonharbour.ca 

President: deb mcBride
executive director: Jim Hudson 
communications coordinator: Lainie Tessier  
Program manager: Kelly Pike
diversity coordinator: rhoda deJonge

Bringing Back the Bay is published four times per 
year. articles in this newsletter reflect the views of 
the individual contributors. Your comments and 
letters to the editor are encouraged. 

newsletter editor: Lainie Tessier
newsletter design: Launchbox inc.

Funding for this newsletter generously provided by the Ontario 
Ministry of the Environment. 



on a recent personal trip to chicago, 
i took a side trip 50 miles up the 

shoreline of Lake michigan to the city 
of racine, Wisconsin.  Why?  racine 
is known internationally for its success 
in cleaning up its waterfront, especially 
its beaches.  in fact, when the u.s. 
environmental Protection agency 
announced a new program for u.s. 
beaches, it chose racine as the place to 
make the announcement.

although smaller than Hamilton, racine 
has many things in common.  it had a 
declining industrial manufacturing base 
and a waterfront that was far from being 
an attraction.  Yet, in less than a decade, 
racine has transformed itself into a destination location for beach-related tourism and revitalized its waterfront and nearby 
property.  They’ve done many things that we’ve done locally and a lot more.

Their 9.8-mile long Lake michigan Pathway strongly resembles our Waterfront Trail.  The Kids cove play area seems like a 
much-upgraded version of our Pier 4 attractions.  The beaches, although larger than ours, were not open.  Local residents 
were disgusted.

Today, it’s a whole different world.  on weekdays, an average of 641 people enjoys racine beaches, while weekend crowds 
can exceed 5,000!  racine regularly beats out beach cities from Florida and california to host national events such as beach 
volleyball championships and triathlons.  The boost to the local economy has been tremendous!

Locals are equally enthusiastic.  nearby empty warehouse spaces, victims of declining manufacturing, are being converted 
into lofts.  real estate values have increased steadily near the waterfront and racine benefits from additional tax revenue.

How did they do it?
Perhaps it was lucky timing when many factors came 
together.  Volunteerism was on the rise and citizen disgust 
was converted into action.  municipal departments, adopting 
a “We can do this!” attitude, agreed to work together closely 
with no finger-pointing.  Local industry contributed and local 
academic institutions were also engaged. racine was also 
fortunate to have dr. Julie Kinzelman in its health department.  
she became an international expert on beach management 
and an enthusiastic ambassador for racine.  i was most 
fortunate to have Julie give me a half-day tour of what they 
had accomplished.

What did they do?
Pollution sources to the beach were identified and carefully 
monitored.  stormwater runoff was intercepted, filtered and 
then passed through re-vegetated areas to further clean it.  
artificial dunes were created to reduce wind and water erosion 
of the beaches.  Beach grooming methods were changed 
to reduce bacterial contamination in the sand.  Litter clean-
up became the responsibility of all parties.  even lifeguards 
empty trash cans.  This has allowed revenue-generating food 
consessions to operate at the beach without harmful effects.  
Waterfowl were tightly controlled.

Can Hamilton model Racine’s success?

I’ve seen the Future ... and it’s in Wisconsin!
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There is nothing that racine has done that we cannot duplicate. if a city of only 80,000 people can accomplish what racine 
has, imagine what a city of half a million residents can do if we set our minds to it. 

Jim Hudson, executive director
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Randle Reef
Barc strongly values the collaborative approach to 

resolving environmental challenges that is used by the 
raP office, Bay area implementation Team (BaiT) and Barc 
itself.  The fun part of our jobs includes being ‘cheerleaders’ 
for restoration of our harbour and its watershed, as well as 
keeping the public informed of progress.

We must balance that with the other half of our mandate: 
To assess the rate of progress.  When progress slows, we 
are obliged to draw attention to this and ensure that the 
stakeholders involved help get things ‘back on the rails’.  This 
is not the fun part of our jobs, but it is equally important.

With randle reef, we find ourselves in the position of needing 
to shine the spotlight on project delays.  it has been 2.5 years 
since our Premier committed the first $30 million to the clean-
up and it was soon matched by the Government of canada.  
While we know that a lot of work is being done behind the 
scenes to raise the local 1/3 of the funding, not one cent has 
been announced to date.  We now face the sad prospect that 
we will not be able to delist our harbour by 2015.

Barc may not be popular with some people who are feeling 
the heat from us, but we think it is necessary.  do you?  Please 
e-mail us your thoughts.

Jim Hudson, executive director

Toward Safe Harbours 2009 – Public Survey
after the completion of the Toward safe Harbours Beaches 

report in 2008, it fell to the Barc monitoring committee 
to determine a theme for the 2009 report.  

Barc acts as a public outreach organization and educates 
the public about issues surrounding Hamilton Harbour.  Past 
success has been measured mainly by head counts during 
public events and programs.  The monitoring committee 
decided to survey members of the public to gauge awareness 
of the Harbour cleanup.  Those who participated in the 
survey were entered in a draw for a chance to win a $150 
gift certificate from Best Buy. The project was done is two 
phases.  during the first phase mohawk college students 
surveyed 165 people at William’s coffee Pub on the Harbour 
and at Jackson square.  

one of the findings by mohawk college was that a majority of 
people 35 years of age and younger have very little awareness 
of Harbour restoration efforts.  For this reason Phase Two 
focused on people age 35 and under.  This work was performed 
by mcmaster university students. They surveyed 395 people at 
the sound of music Festival, Festival of Friends and the cactus 
Festival; of the completed surveys, 144 (36%) were completed 
by people under 35.  

mcmaster students are currently working on Phase Three of 
the work with focus on different sub-groups including educators and politicians.  The results will be available in a full report 
later in the year.

Thank you to mohawk and mcmaster for their contributions to this project and to Best Buy for donating $75 toward the 
certificate cost! congratulations to carleon Hardie, winner of the Best Buy Gift certificate.  

 Kelly Pike, Program manager
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since its founding in 1991, Barc has been governed 
under a single bylaw. Known as “Bylaw #1”, it covers the 

same ground as an organizational constitution, just without 
the name.  changes made since then have been included as 
addendums, but the original bylaw has never been re-written.

Two issues began to make the By-Law increasingly irrelevant or 
problematic: 1. it did not predict that Barc would grow in terms 
of budget, staff and membership numbers.  2.  it did not look 
past delisting and, therefore, the decommissioning of the raP.

as a parting gift to Barc, Past President Scott Koblyk 
drafted a proper constitution for Barc (the highlights of 
which were presented at the June 10th annual General 
meeting).  These included making it prettier, cleaning and 
clearing up language, and blending in previously-approved 
By-Law changes.  other specific changes include:

•	 Expansion	of	BARC’s	purpose	in	light	of	recent	years;

•	 acknowledged possibility that the office may be in the 
watershed, but not in Hamilton;

•	 Allowed	 directors	 to	 participate	 in	 meetings	 through	
technological means;

•	 Removed	ambiguity	around	abstentions;

•	 Reflected	having	paid	staff	not	on	the	board	and	added	
language to allow the President to shift daily management 
of Barc to staff; 

•	 References	 to	 the	 position	 of	 the	Secretary	 have	 been	
removed and replaced, as appropriate to the context, with 
either the Treasurer or staff;

•	 Gave	 diversity	 its	 own	 paragraph	 and	 expanded	 the	
language in the original spirit;

•	 Created	 a	 Voting	 Rights	 section	 that	 collects	 items	
scattered through the previous version, allows non-dues-
paying members and specifies voting provisions for non-
dues-paying members;

•	 Added	a	requirement	for	an	active	contact	point	to	qualify	
as a member;

•	 Revised	quorum	regulations	to	reflect	BARC’s	current	size	
and normal aGm attendance levels; and,

•	 Addressed	web	media/e-mail	 explicitly	 in	 the	 notice	 of	
meeting section.

We welcome your feedback on the proposed constitution.  To 
view this document, check out the the proposed constitution 
on Barc’s home page.  once all feedback is in, a revised 
version will be posted no later than one month prior to our 
next aGm to allow for a vote at that time.

A Constitution for BARC? 

Please note that in the interest of saving trees and the cost 
of resources, natural and otherwise, we would like to reduce 
our hardcopies of the newsletter.  By this time next year we 
will be paperless, and you will continue to find our newsletter 

online and via e-bulletins.  if you wish to continue receiving 
a paper copy, please contact our office within the next 
calendar year.

When martin Lavictoire, bilingual document processing 
administrator for manulife securities in Burlington found out 
about their community spirit day, he was eager to find a way 
to volunteer his time and reconnect with his community.  in his 
search, martin came across marsh planting with Barc, “The 
Hamilton Bay is a really beautiful area,” says Lavictoire. “it really 
meant something to me to get my hands wet and my feet dirty 
to rehabilitate an area that i like so much.”    martin nominated 
Barc for one of four $500 spirit day grants, and his nomination 
was a success.

Save a Tree

What a difference one Volunteer can make!
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Visioning our Future

RAP Office Update
From the RAP Office
by John d. Hall mciP, rPP
Hamilton Harbour raP coordinator
John.Hall@ec.gc.ca

RAP Office
canada centre for inland Waters
867 Lakeshore road, Box 5050
Burlington, ontario L7r 4a6
(905) 336-6279

The following is an excerpt from a speech given by John Hall 
at a recent Harbour Workshop.

our vision for the Harbour reads as follows:  “People living in 
the Harbour’s watershed have a vision of Hamilton Harbour 
as a vibrant centerpiece in our community’s life.  They 
look forward to a time when the environment will be balanced, 
friendly, accessible, clean and humming with diversity.  They 
see the pleasure of recreation mixed with prosperity from 
use of the Harbour as an essential marine transportation 
link.  They hope what is a vision for them will be a reality for 
generations to come.”

Roots:  our time line begins in the 1970s with the ontario 
ministry of environment doing research on the condition of 
Hamilton Harbour.  at the same time the federal government 
was building the canada centre for inland Waters which 
opened in 1973 as one of the premier fresh water research 
institutes in the world.  We in Hamilton Harbour have this 
special relationship with our research community that 
we have constantly utilized.   mcmaster, Brock, Guelph, 
Waterloo, Toronto, Queen’s, Trent and Lakehead universities 
have all participated in HHraP research.  as a result we have 
a strong intellectual infrastructure.

in 1985 a writing team began work on the remedial action 
Plan under the direction of the stakeholder committee.  in 
1992, they published a state of the Harbour report and 
a remedial action Plan and established the Bay area 
implementation Team (BaiT), co-chaired by the ontario 
ministry of environment and environment canada.  an 
independent citizen-based group was established to 
monitor progress on the raP, the Bay area restoration 
council (Barc).  

so how are we doing and what big steps remain?

Fish and Wildlife:  We have made significant progress.  
Working at nine sites, 320ha of habitat have been improved 

out of a total of approximately 370ha.  next big steps:  
Windermere Basin wetland construction is to begin soon as 
well as a sustainable cootes Paradise project.  The world 
class restoration work in cootes Paradise led by the royal 
Botanical Gardens and water quality improvements within the 
watershed are critical to creating the conditions necessary to 
bring out the best in this marsh.  But we still have a ways to 
go, think about the fact that this marsh is our most sensitive 
evaluator of how we are doing, when we think about the 
future.

Public Access:  There is a famous picture of Gil simmons, 
one of the original Harbour champions looking out at the 
Harbour through a fence marked “no trespassing”.  Less 
than 5% of the Harbour was accessible in 1990, now over 
25% is accessible and within a few years 35% will be 
accessible.  The trails, the parks, the art, the trolley, the 
discovery centre and, yes, Williams coffee Pub are the 
attractions that have made the biggest difference to people.  
once down at the Harbour’s edge, citizens found out the 
secret that was available to only a few private residents, the 
boaters and yes, the steel workers.  But what do the people 
want?  Beaches they can swim at, fish they can eat, and 
a shoreline that is open to everyone.  Think about public 
access and the use of the Harbour when we think about 
the future.  

Urbanization:  Programs are in place for stormwater 
management, sediment control, stewardship and protecting 
green spaces.  But are they effective?  controlling non-
point pollution is a greater challenge and more difficult to 
measure than the more expensive upgrades to WWTPs.  it is 
the watersheds and the constant improvement to individual 
properties and people’s life styles that in the end will 
make the sustaining and continuing enhancements to the 
Harbour.  consider the cootes to escarpment Park system, 
this is a huge opportunity to protect and enhance canada’s 
botanical hot spot.  in the 1820s when John mcTaggart, the 
surveyor of the rideau canal visited Hamilton Harbour he 
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described it as “the finest natural area yet discovered in 
north america”.  He was right.  We are just rediscovering 
it now.  Think about the watershed and how we can be 
effective in sustaining and enhancing what we have restored 
when we think about the future.

Water Quality:  We take our water from Lake ontario and 
discharge our sewage to Hamilton Harbour.  This is an 
historical reality from the days of cholera and pestilence.  
50% of the runoff to the Harbour is from our wastewater 
treatment plants (WWTP).  nutrients discharged to the 
Harbour result in nuisance algae and oxygen demands 
on the Harbour ecosystem.  Phosphorus is the controlling 
nutrient.  since the 1980s we have seen a consistent 
decrease in phosphorus concentration.  But progress 
stops in about 2002 and we won’t see improvement until 
the Woodward and skyway WWTPs are upgraded.  The 
good news, skyway has its money for upgrades and we 
are optimistic Woodward will receive its funding.  But global 
warming may result in lower water levels in Lake ontario, 
higher water temperatures and a longer growing season 
changing the outcomes we had expected.  Think about 

Harbour water quality and how global warming will affect us 
when we think about the future.

Toxic Contamination:  it’s all about randle reef, yet our 
timeline shows us that one of the first remedial actions was 
the dredging of contaminated sediment from Windermere 
Basin.  We have the largest site of contaminated sediment on 
the canadian side of the Great Lakes in our Harbour.  630,000 
cubic metres of coal tar, enough to more then fill copps 
coliseum three times.  The second worst site of its type in 
canada, second only to the sydney Tar Ponds.  People have 
come to think of the Harbour as “Toxic”.  

This brings me to Hamilton’s image.  most people outside 
of the area think of Hamilton as a polluted city with a toxic 
harbour; and we cannot get rid of that reputation until we 
clean up the mess from the past.  i have said it before and 
heard it said by those recruiting to our new economy, “if we 
are to attract the best and the brightest, we must change the 
image of Hamilton”.  Think about the image of Hamilton and 
how completing our remedial action Plan will open doors 
when we think about the future.
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Become a Supporting Member!
YES! i support the restoration of Hamilton Harbour and its watershed.

name:

address:     

city:     Postal code:

Phone:     

i am applying as a representative of:

i wish to be a non-voting member:

emal:

“Bringing Back the Bay” Newsletter
check if you wish to receive your newsletter electronically:

 $200

 $100

 $50

 $30

 $

Thank you for your generous support. 
receipts are issued for donations of $10 or more.  
charitable registration number: 89293 6584 rr0001

For more information on this and other events, please visit our web site at www.hamiltonharbour.ca/events

BARC’S ANNuAL SPRiNg WORkSHOP -- 
iNVASiVE SPECiES -- PRESENT AND FuTuRE

Saturday, May 8th, 2010
Parks canada discovery centre  

57 discovery drive, Hamilton
8:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

How do terrestrial and aquatic invasive species affect 
biodiversity and create imbalanced ecosystems? What are 

the threats and what are the remedies? Join us to learn 
more and find out what can be done.

    speakers: dr. Hugh macisaac, director, caisn; Tys 
Thysmeyer, Head of conservation, royal Botanical 

Gardens; Jennifer nalbone, director, navigation and 
invasive species, Great Lakes united; Brenda Van ryswyk, 

ecologist, Halton conservation authority.

Please rsvp to Barc at 905-527-7111  
or ltessier@hamiltonharbour.ca

Photo credit:  John o’connor


