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I n a complete break with tradition, the weather forecast delivered sunshine. No wind?
No rain? Was this really Earth Day?

The warm weather brought out many smiling volunteers to Princess Point. The final
tally is not in, but rumours abound that this was a record year. Not just in numbers of
volunteers, but also in trees and bushes: 1,200 were in the ground by end of day.
Thank you to all who volunteered!

Thanks also to: Earth Day Hamilton led by Larry Pomerantz, the Royal Botanical Gardens
(RBG) with Ian Hendry and Tÿs Theÿsmeÿer leading the charge, and especially to Sunoco
Canada for their sponsorship. 

We also thank our elected representatives who showed their support for our environment.
Among those who attended and lent their moral support were: MPs Chris Charlton,
David Christopherson and David Sweet, and MPPs Andrea Horwath and Judy Marsales.

A dozen planting leaders showed up before the event to be briefed by RBG staff.
They then kept the whole planting event from becoming chaos. You know of whom I
write: They were the ones in safety vests who ran around yelling “Green side up!”

When backs were tired there were wonderful diversions to enjoy. A horse-drawn wagon
took volunteers to see RBG’s Fishway in operation. Others hopped on the trolley for

harbour sightseeing and a ride back to
Bayfront Park. Hearty thanks to Werner Plessl
and his team at Hamilton Waterfront Trust.

The chefs from the Optimist Club of
Strabane kept us well-nourished so we had
the strength to dig in the dirt. How can you
not have a positive attitude when you are
fed by people called Optimists?

Thank you to everyone involved in this
successful event. See you again next April! 

Photo Credits: H. Johnson
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Sunshine?Get outta here!
BY JIM HUDSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Derby reels ‘em in on August 18th
The Hamilton Waterfront Trust wants to get families and
youth hooked on fishing during the Hamilton Fishing Derby
on Saturday, August 18, 2007. The event will take place in
conjunction with Port Days, but fishing activity will not be
limited to Pier 8. Fish measuring stations will be located
around the Harbour. The day will include prizes for all
participating youth, fishing demonstrations, Stream of
Dreams fish painting activity, harbour tours on the Hamilton
Harbour Queen, and children’s entertainment. For more
information or to volunteer for this fun event, contact
info@hamiltonwaterfront.com.

Nature Walk for our Environment
On Saturday June 2nd, join Juno Award-winning singer/
songwriter Sarah Harmer for a walk along Hamilton’s
scenic Waterfront Trail to raise funds and awareness for
local environmental initiatives. Organized by the Hamilton
Naturalists’ Club (HNC), Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club and
other local environmental groups, funds raised will support
protection of the Cartwright Nature Sanctuary and other
local environmental projects. 

More details are available at www.hamiltonnature.org
or by calling (905) 689-9466. 

The Great Lakes on the Big Screen
Sponsored in part by the Hamilton Port Authority, a new full length IMAX feature highlighting the Seaway and the Great
Lakes will be in final production throughout the summer and fall, ready for launch at theaters around the world in May
2008. The Wonders of the Great Lakes will highlight the commercial importance of marine transportation and will include
a strong focus on ecology and the environmental stewardship of our waterways for future generations. Hamilton is a planned
shooting location this summer. Local launch parties are planned for next May when the film hits the giant screens.

Farewell to Sherry Houston
BARC sadly bids farewell to our Communications Coordinator. Sherry brought great skills in communications, public
relations and program delivery. She worked closely with our many partners leading workshops, seminars, History Night,
fundraising events, and our new Adopt-a-Creek and Stream of Dreams programs. We wish Sherry luck in her new position
as Communications Manager at RBG. We’re glad that she’ll still be a partner.

BayWatch
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Waterfront Communities Share Lessons Learned
BY SHERRY HOUSTON, COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

A panel made up of experts from Windsor, St. Catharines,
Toronto and Hamilton, drew an engaged and enthusiastic

crowd to the Royal Hamilton Yacht Club as BARC presented
its 15th Annual Workshop, Waterfronts in Transition, on
March 3, 2007.

Paul Chapman, Director of Planning for the City of St.
Catharines, Larry Field, Government Liaison for Toronto
and Region Conservation and Kevin Alexander, Site Plan
Approval Officer for the City of Windsor, were joined by
Justin Readman, Project Manager for the City of Hamilton’s
West Harbour Waterfront Recreation Master Plan. The panel
was invited to share their experiences in the implementation
of waterfront revitalization plans. 

Panelist Paul Chapman related his experience in the
implementation of Port Dalhousie’s waterfront plan and
stressed the importance of managing public expectations.
He pointed out that the long time-lines required for such
improvements need to be clearly stated to
the public up front.

Toronto and Region Conservation’s Larry
Field described the integrated process that
has driven the implementation of waterfront
revitalization plans from Humber Bay Park
and Lake Ontario Park to Port Union. He
described how the organization’s Aquatic
Restoration Strategy has created a more
efficient project approvals process. He also
noted that Hamilton Harbour was the envy
of the Remedial Action Plan process for the
effectiveness of their stakeholder approach.

Kevin Alexander, from the City of Windsor,
spoke about the Windsor Central Riverfront
Implementation Plan, making note of both
challenges and opportunities. Among the challenges con-
fronted were land assembly, project funding, shoreline
retention, and brownfield redevelopment. He noted that
implementation has been a success in large part because
of public support and coordination of stakeholders.

The final panelist, the City of Hamilton’s Justin Readman,
spoke about the importance of an integrated planning
approach in the development of a framework for imple-
mentation of waterfront plans. He stressed the need for
community involvement and transparency during the
process of developing a preferred plan. He went on to say
that key considerations during the implementation process
will including protecting the natural environment, public
access, and economics.

After the presentations by the panelists, the audience had
the opportunity to have their questions posed to the panel.
The questions expressed a broad scope of interests and
concerns ranging from balancing uses, the impact of climate
change on planning, facilitating community involvement,
and handling of contaminated sediments, to construction
of fish habitat, return on investment, wind turbines, and
making waterfronts winter-friendly places. 

Members of the audience praised the workshop for providing
a chance for us to learn from other waterfront communities
and use the information to benefit Hamilton Harbour as
we begin implementing our shoreline revitalization efforts.
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Celebrate the journey with Hamilton Port Days 2007
BY BRENT KINNAIRD, MANAGER, COMMUNICATIONS & PUBLIC RELATIONS, HAMILTON PORT AUTHORITY

Few things are blacker than the carbon
black made at the Columbian Chemicals

Canada ULC (CCC) plant in Hamilton. Yet CCC
has made important strides to become a more
‘green’ operation in recent years.

General Manager, Dr. David Ash, is proud of
the results of the one and a half million-dollar
investment they made to retain all waste water
on site. In normal operations and weather, CCC
discharged zero water from its property for
many years. “However, during heavy rains,
snow melt or plant upsets we would peri-
odically discharge storm water contaminated
with process water” notes CCC’s Brian Young.
As Environment Manager, he is in a position
to know.

In 2005, CCC began a project that solved this problem. Now there is zero discharge from the site, even in last December’s
major ‘rain event’. By equipping their upgraded site with flow and level sensors tied to alarms in their control room, CCC knows
if any discharge should occur. Monthly monitoring reports are provided to Ontario’s Ministry of the Environment.

Keep up the good work Brian. Before you know it we’ll call your product ‘carbon green’!

R elationships are something to be carefully nurtured, marriage has taught me
that. On the business side of our lives, relationships take on an equally prominent

role in almost everything we do with our 9 to 5 family. The Port of Yingkou in
mainland China has become the focus of much of our relationship building efforts
at the Hamilton Port Authority in the past 18 months. Rewind to November of
2005, when a visiting delegation from the Port of Yingkou officially signed a sister
port agreement with our team. The exchange of information, technology and people
would be paramount to a successful union. 

We plan to ‘Celebrate the Journey’ this August as the 4th Annual Hamilton Port
Days is staged from August 15th to 19th. A business and cultural delegation from
Yingkou will be hosted in our city for a four day agenda packed with business
discussion, networking events, and entertainment. A weekend lineup includes
engaging the residents of Hamilton and surrounding regions to visit the waterfront
and participate in such activities as dragonboat races, fireworks, kite flying, a
fishing derby, and live music.

Visit the port authority website www.hamiltonport.ca for a window to this exciting
event. Please join us!

Photo Credit: Spirit of Nature

A Greener Shade of Black BY JIM HUDSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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New Partnership Keeps Classroom Mini Marsh
Program Growing BY JENNIFER PARKIN, PROJECTS COORDINATOR

F or 12 years the Bay Area Restoration Council (BARC)
and the Royal Botanical Gardens (RBG) engaged almost

70,000 students in the importance of marsh and wetland
ecosystems through the highly successful Classroom Mini
Marsh Program. BARC provided the registration and workshop
materials and the RBG provided the expertise and aquatic
plants needed for this hands-on learning opportunity. 

With the closure of the wetland nursery at the RBG and the
plants from the Parkview Secondary School partnership only
just underway (see October 2006 issue of Bringing Back
the Bay), the 2007 program was faced with a shortage of
plant material.

A chance meeting in February led to a new partnership for
BARC and the means to supply plants for the 2007 program.
Thanks to the generous sponsorship of the Teachers Credit
Union, BARC and the RBG provided free mini marsh kits
to 276 local classrooms. As the plants grow, students
discover the significance of native aquatic plant and animal
species to our watershed. Often, teachers learn themselves
for the first time of the importance of marshes and wetlands
to ecological health.

Many classes return their Mini Marshes to the Royal Botanical
Gardens to be planted in Cootes Paradise providing a chance
for the students to take an active role in restoring this
significant ecosystem. The program provides an exciting
chance for children to become part of creating a healthier
Hamilton Harbour.

The Teachers Credit Union is a financial organization that
serves all employees of education and the general community
throughout Ontario. For more information, visit their website
at www.teacherscu.on.ca. 

“The Classroom Mini Marsh Program
aligns with our goal to empower

people through education and
when we learned that its existence

was in jeopardy, it increased our
desire to become involved”. 

RACHEL MILAN

Director of Corporate and Community
Relations for Teachers Credit Union



T he Remedial Action Plan is just that - a plan. Well, plans
don’t happen without a bit of prodding. The RAP Office

exists to facilitate on behalf of Harbour Stakeholders to keep
the plan on track. Facilitate is a fancy word for holding meetings…
about 75-95 a year at last count. Those are the official “let’s
get Kathy to organize it” meetings. This doesn’t include the
many other “unofficial” meetings between John, Kristin and
hundreds of other people working on the Hamilton Harbour
RAP. So far we have 942 people and 30 active committees
listed in our database. Whew, no wonder it seems like a “RAP
race” around here!

There are four staff members – John and the 3 Ks (but only
office space for three). The Ks are Kristin, Kathy and Kathy.
Yup. Two Kathy’s, no waiting. For a long time, you may have
thought there was only one Kathy (very busy and spread real
thin), but back in 2006 an amazing thing happened. At the
BAIT Workshop both Kathys were found standing together,
thereby dispelling the rumour that John had the Polkaroo
working for him.

John Hall is our full time RAP Coordinator and in case you
haven’t noticed, he is passionate about his work. John has
spent his career being seconded from Conservation Halton.
(Was it something he said?)  John is the facilitator, chair or
member of all 30 of those active committees (which makes
us wonder how he ever finds time to spend at the office). His
primary duty as RAP Coordinator is cheerleading. His days
are spent motivating and encouraging staff and stakeholders
alike to give their all to the RAP and sometimes a little bit more.  

Kathy Forde, our Recording Secretary can be found in a meeting
room near you or working from home (she got the short straw
when we were drawing for offices). Kathy’s main task is
attending many of our meetings to prepare an accurate
record of what was discussed and more importantly, who
promised to do what. She isn’t a scientist, but somehow she
manages to keep up with some of the fastest moving brains
in the country (and keep smiling!).

Kathy Trotter, our Administrative Assistant is a juggler. She
spends her days organizing, typing, telephoning, editing,
sorting, updating and filing, but only part-time, which may
explain why you sometimes get Kristin when you telephone
Kathy. Right now, in her part-time spare time, she’s trying
to audit the library which contains 2,293 individual reports
in 195 boxes. Where Sherman Potter had Radar O’Reilly,
John Hall has Kathy Trotter. 

Kristin O’Connor, our Researcher/Report Writer knows where
to put the commas and those pesky semi-colons. Working
closely with (or would that be hounding?) stakeholders and
researchers, Kristin takes what appears to be impossible
information and oodles of data and transforms it into a logical
and easy to read format complete with graphs and an easy to
keep clean cover. Kristin’s the Pink Panther and J.K. Rowlings
– sleuth and author, all rolled into one. 

Tours of the office are available, but at a steep cost - you might
get roped into sitting on at least 4 committees. On the other
hand, you could receive a coveted invitation to the next RAP
Christmas Party. Ask any of our growing emeritus club members
- once you are in the Hamilton Harbour RAP - we never let
you leave! 

That’s a RAP!

RAP Office Update
From the RAP Office
by John D. Hall MCIP, RPP
Hamilton Harbour RAP Coordinator
John.Hall@ec.gc.ca

RAP Office
Canada Centre for Inland Waters
867 Lakeshore Road, Box 5050, Burlington, Ontario L7R 4A6
(905) 336-6279
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An Exclusive Backstage Pass
PREPARED BY KRISTIN O’CONNOR AND KATHY TROTTER FOR THE VACATIONING JOHN HALL

From left to right: Kristin O’Connor, Kathy Trotter, 
John Hall and Kathy Forde



Moving Forward on Randle Reef BY VIC CAIRNS, BARC DIRECTOR

A s we move towards delisting the harbour as an Area of
Concern in 2015, we can see noticeable improvements

in water quality, public access, marsh restoration, aesthetics,
fish and wildlife habitat, and improvements in the watershed.
But there is one major project that urgently requires attention,
and that is the cleanup of the contaminated sediment at
Randle Reef.

Randle Reef is located in shallow water to the west of Stelco’s
Dock 16 at the foot of Sherman Avenue. The sediments at
Randle Reef are contaminated with a complex mixture of
metals and Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs), which
are found in coal tar and petroleum products. PAHs are
persistent, carcinogenic chemicals. They adversely affect fish
and wildlife, and are readily attached to sediment particles
and distributed throughout the harbour and the food web. 

Randle Reef is the most contaminated site on the Canadian
side of the Great Lakes. The volume of contaminated material
at the Randle Reef site would fill Hamilton’s Copps Coliseum
three times over. Hamilton Harbour cannot be delisted as an
Area of Concern until this source of PAHs to the harbour
ecosystem is removed.

Progress has been made. Scientists have determined the
severity and extent of sediment contamination and have iden-tified
the ‘hot spots’. In 2002, a multi-stakeholder Project Advisory
Group reviewed the options and recommended containing
and capping as the preferred option to prevent further release
of PAHs to the harbour. This was followed by a preliminary
engineering design study to identify the most appropriate
containment and sediment management technologies. 

The engineering study confirmed the containment option
and recommended constructing a primary 7.5 hectare (ha)
engineered containment facility (ECF) on top of Randle Reef.

This ECF will contain approximately 500,000 cubic metres
of the most contaminated sediment. A secondary, 0.9 ha ECF
will be constructed adjacent to Pier 15 and will contain sediment
that is less contaminated.

Both ECFs will be constructed with containment walls
keyed into an underlying layer of existing clay and a pavement
cap. When complete, the ECF’s will isolate approximately
90% of the contaminants of concern in Hamilton Harbour.
The expected service life of the ECFs is at least 200 years.
When capped, approximately 5 ha of the ECF will be used as
a port facility. The remainder will be naturalized green space. 

A benefits assessment study completed in 2005 showed that
the Randle Reef Remediation Project will result in economic
benefits to the Hamilton Port Authority, other industries, and
the environmental technology sector. Hamiltonians will benefit
through enhanced recreational opportunities in the harbour,
and the harbour ecosystem will benefit from reduced exposure
to toxic chemicals. 

Moving forward, the final engineering design will be complete
early in 2008, concurrent with the Environmental Assessment,
which will involve public information sessions and formal review.
Construction will begin in 2008/09 and will be complete in
2015. 

Funding is the key to completing this important project on
time. The Randle Reef Remediation Project will cost $90 million
over 7 years. The RAP is proposing shared funding among the
federal and provincial governments and local partners. 

BARC supports the Randle Reef Remediation Plan. We urge
all of the partners to assign this project a high priority and to
work with the RAP to find the resources needed to move
forward. 
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Become a Supporting Member!
YES! I support the restoration of Hamilton Harbour and its watershed.

Name:

Address:

City: Postal Code:

Phone: Email:

I am applying as a representative of:

I wish to be a non-voting member:

Signature:

“Bringing Back the Bay” Newsletter
Check if you wish to receive your newsletter electronically:

$200

$100

$50

$30

$

Thank you for your generous support.

Receipts are issued for donations of $10 or more.

Charitable Registration Number: 092936504 RR001

MAKE WAVES FOR BARC AT THE 2007
WATERFEST DRAGONBOAT RACES:

July 7, 2007
Ride the dragon at Bayfront Park and raise

funds to support BARC. Whether a 
seasoned paddler or a land-lubber, there 

are plenty of ways to get on board!

Enter a team
Sponsor prizes for our top fundraisers

Make a pledge in person or on-line
Come down and cheer on the teams

Join us as we paddle to protect Hamilton Harbour. 

For more information visit www.lively-dragon.com 
or call BARC at (905) 527-7111

For more information on these and other events, please visit our website at www.hamiltonharbour.ca/events

Photo Credit: Lively Dragon


