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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

The Bay Area

Restoration Council

(BARC) is a non-profit

group at the centre 

of community 

efforts to revitalize

Hamilton Harbour 

and its watershed.
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Most presidents’ messages look forward and back, but at the Bay Area
Restoration Council (BARC), we’re going to start by looking down.

Those yellow disks with the fish logo, the disks stuck to sidewalks above
storm sewers, are worth a good look. They are the hallmark of BARC’s
Yellow Fish Road™ (YFR) program. YFR involves local children in 

enhancing awareness of the connection between what goes in those sewers and the 
health of our watershed. The City of Hamilton and the Hamilton Community Foundation
are travelling the Yellow Fish Road with us as key partners, so this is a road that leads to 
a healthy harbour.

Along with expanding Yellow Fish Road, this year we added Adopt-a-Creek to BARC’s
Watershed Watch program umbrella. BARC adopted its first creek in 2005 as the 
neighbours of Chedoke Creek embraced their local water course through hands-on 
involvement ranging from simple clean-up to improving creek health.

BARC has been able to expand and add programs like Watershed Watch because we have
amazing volunteers and dedicated partners, but our staff make it all work. This past year
was an important one for BARC because we now have 
three full-time staff. This small team is huge by historic 
BARC standards and enables us to plan and execute 
more ambitiously and effectively.

One of the key things our staff will do in the coming year 
is to report on the success of our award-winning BayLinks
public relations strategy, launched in 2002 with the generous
support of the Ontario Trillium Foundation. We recently
commissioned an independent review of our progress with
BayLinks and found that BARC is doing good, credible work
with a particular strength in building partnerships and involving stakeholders. We also
learned, however, that as much as BARC’s key messages have reached the community, 
we still have a lot of work to do.

Our key message for 2006-2007 will be our assessment of the readiness of the scientists to
measure the progress the bay is making towards being delisted as an Area of Concern by the
target date of 2015. Our 2006 Towards Safe Harbours report, released this month, addresses
toxic substances and sediment. Next year, watch for the return of BARC’s Report Card on
the Bay. It’s time to grade our progress and focus on graduation day in 2015.

Thanks to everyone who made this past year another great one for our bay.

Scott Koblyk, President
June 8, 2006

BARC has been able
to expand and add
programs because
we have amazing
volunteers and 
dedicated partners



TheVoice of theBay
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HELPING US
CONNECT
Making connections with
the public through these
types of programs could not happen without 
donations from corporations and citizens, and
grants from funders like the Ontario Trillium
Foundation, the Hamilton Community Foundation,
the City of Hamilton, the Ontario
Ministry of the Environment, and
Environment Canada.

With their support, and with 
the energy of additional staff 
at BARC, we expanded the
Watershed Watch program. 
We have created Adopt-a-Creek
to connect urban residents with the creek in their
neighbourhood. It is off to a great start with the
Friends of Chedoke Creek and Westdale Secondary
School students. This pilot program was developed
through the support of the Hamilton Community
Foundation, the Ontario Trillium Foundation and
our many community partners.

Our Public Events Series included:
• Water Quality: What’s it all about? a lecture by

Murray Charlton, Environment Canada
• Our 14th annual Community Workshop,

Flocking to the Harbour: Balancing Restoration
and Recreation

• Virtual Tour of Hamilton’s North End, by local
historian and author, Margaret Houghton

• Harbour Quest! a family event aboard the
Hamilton Harbour Queen

Community involvement included:
• Hamilton Area Eco-Network (Eco-Net)
• Hamilton Harbour RAP and committees work
• Hamilton Port Authority’s Port Days
• Ontario Garden Show
• School Presentations
• West Harbour Waterfront Recreation 

Advisory Group

GETTING THE WORD OUT
BARC is proud of our role in Hamilton
Harbour’s on-going revitalization,
and of the work of the many stake-
holders that make a difference.  
We also know, however, that there 
is still much more to do.

For members and the local 
community, BARC uses newsletters,

an improved website, media and other tools to get
our messages out. Dozens of articles appeared The
Hamilton Spectator and the Brabant papers, and 
also in the Panorama and Maisonneuve magazines.

Toward Safe Harbours: Progress Toward Delisting was
BARC’s major research report in 2005. Its main 
finding was that scientists will be able to evaluate
water quality improvements when it comes time to
prove to the International Joint Commission that
Hamilton Harbour is restored (target date: 2015).
Researchers are measuring and tracking the right
indicators, provided a few specific gaps are addressed.

OUTREACH AND INFLUENCE
Armed with tools like this research, BARC advocates
for the harbour. This year, we presented to all the
local government councils and supported the City 
of Hamilton on the benefits of water rate increases 
to improve wastewater and sewage infrastructure. 
We also commented on Burlington’s Official Plan.

We recently shared our expertise on stakeholder and
citizen involvement with the Detroit River RAP and

the Ontario Public Advisory
Council. BARC reported to the
International Joint Commission
that the Hamilton Harbour
RAP is working well, but that
the issue of aquatic invasive
species must be addressed
by the Canadian and US 

governments across the 
Great Lakes, as Cootes 
Paradise marsh is suffering.

“One of the most remarkable

features of the Hamilton

Harbour RAP is the long 

lasting, active engagement 

and enthusiasm of a highly

informed citizenry 

represented by BARC.”
Dr. Gail Krantzberg, 
McMaster University

“Thank you again for the BARC

presentation to my ESL class. I 

particularly appreciated the role

playing of stakeholders involved in

developing a vision statement for

Windermere Basin. It was exactly

the introduction to the section of 

the course on community”
Kathleen Troy, Mohawk College

BARC’s Outreach:
255 requests answered
58 displays & presentations
48 newspaper articles
10 radio news stories
5 TV stories
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That’s the idea behind the Classroom Mini Marsh.
Elementary school students from across Hamilton
and Halton plant and nurture tiny marshes in their
classrooms, watching snails and aquatic plants
grow. Teaching aides help make the connection
between the mini marsh and the larger one in their
own community while emphasizing the value of
local habitat restoration.

BARC, the RBG and TD Friends of the
Environment Foundation brought the enjoyment 
of mini marshes to 5,500 students last year.

On May 16, 2005,
BARC launched 
the Yellow Fish
Road™ program 
in Hamilton,
involving 85 
students at 
St. Joseph School 
in partnership 
with the Hamilton
Community
Foundation, the
City of Hamilton and the Ontario Ministry of the
Environment and Trout Unlimited Canada. We
delivered the message “only rain down the drain”
by placing a bright yellow disk on the sidewalk
above the storm drains.

Why do the students do it? Because they know that
small changes make a difference. By helping us tell
people that substances like paint and pesticides
should not go down sewers, they help us prevent
the pollution of Hamilton Harbour.

More than 250 young people in Hamilton did 
make a difference. They marked 600 drains and 
distributed 5,500 flyers door to door. Fifteen groups
received a special presentation from BARC staff
about the value of their efforts.

MEMBERS AND SPONSORS
It is important to be a part of the restoration of the
Harbour, so BARC offers free membership. Join the
over 600 BARC members who show their support 
for our work. 

We rely on the generosity of corporate and individual
contributions for our community outreach and 
educational programs. BARC’s is expanding our 
ability to provide value to corporate supporters and
sponsorships are now available at various levels for
appropriate BARC programs and activities.

Children, parents, couples and grand-
parents really dig BARC’s planting
and clean up days. They tell us there
is no better way to feel in touch with
nature than having dirt on their hands
or mud under their feet.

Sunoco’s Earth Day in April is our
most popular hands-on event. More
than 120 volunteers planted in the
pouring rain, digging homes for more
than 900 trees and shrubs at Princess
Point. Several Marsh Volunteer

Plantings had over 1,000 plants in the ground by 
season’s end.

These essential, eager volunteers help BARC and the
RBG improve shoreline stability and restore plants in
habitat areas lost over time due to human activities.

“I was happy to participate in a major clean-up. I went armed with

rubber boots, a long-armed claw and a grocery buggy for the litter. 

…it was really fun and I felt the bay breathe a thank you each time

some litter was removed.” 
Isabella Marchese

Vital Volunteers

Learning by Doing
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Every one of us lives in a watershed; most of us live in the
one named for Hamilton Harbour. While the harbour is
the most visible part of our watershed, in a vast network 
of connected systems, about 50 percent of its water actually
comes from creeks and streams. 

We are connected to that network too. Our activities 
have a huge impact on harbour health, from pesticide 
and fertilizer use to urban development around our cities.

One of BARC’s partners, the Hamilton-Halton Watershed
Stewardship Program, encourages rural landowners to 
protect the natural features on their properties. Volunteer
agreements are in place on over 4,800 hectares of land and
over 300 landowners are protecting their land, making a
significant impact on the sustainability of the Hamilton
Harbour clean-up.

“It was an incredible opportunity for the 
students to have a lasting, visible impact 
on the community they live in.”

Maria Taormina, Teacher/Librarian, St. Joseph School

Stewardship of our Watershed
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Restoring the Harbour, Together
The Bay Area Restoration Council teams up with individuals and organizations for harbour restoration.
BARC is thankful for the contributions of dedicated volunteers, members, and partners.

2005-2006 FUNDERS AND DONORS 
BARC is thankful for generous funding  and support from
Environment Canada, McMaster University, the Hamilton
Community Foundation’s Protecting Our Environment
Together (POET) Initiative, the City of Hamilton, and 
the Ontario Trillium Foundation. The latter is an agency 
of the Ministry of Culture that receives $100 million of 
government funding generated through Ontario’s charity
casino initiative annually.

FUNDERS
A. D. Latornell Conservation 
Canada Helps
City of Hamilton
Conservation Halton
Dofasco
Environment Canada
Hamilton Community Foundation
Human Resources and Skills Development Canada 
Ontario Ministry of the Environment
Ontario Trillium Foundation
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Burlington Sailing & Boating Club
City of Burlington
City of Hamilton
Fortinos Community Room
Judy Marsales, MPP Hamilton West
Hamilton Conservation Authority
Hamilton Harbour RAP Office
Hamilton Port Authority
Hamilton Waterfront Trust
Hutch’s Harbourfront
McMaster University
Royal Botanical Gardens
Stelco Hamilton

BARC IMPLEMENTATION AWARD 
This annual award goes to an agency or organization 
showing exceptional leadership or support for harbour
restoration. BARC recognized the Hamilton Industrial
Environmental Association (HIEA) for partnering with 
the community and improving the local environment
through its member companies’ actions in pursuit of a
cleaner and healthier environment for Hamilton residents.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Scott Koblyk  
President, Writer
Martin Keller  
Vice President, Environmental Management
Dr. Roland Weiler  
Treasurer/Secretary, Retired Oceanographer
Judy Dolbec  
Constituency Assistant
Bruce Gall  
Civil Engineer, Aldershot Community Council
Robert Matthews  
V.P. Marketing, Hamilton Port Authority
Dr. Walter Peace  
Lecturer, McMaster Universtiy
Andrew Sebestyen  
Environmental Manager, Stelco Hamilton
Beth Stormont  
Educator, Hamilton Conservation Authority
Laurel Thompson  
Business Consultant, Royal Hamilton Yacht Club

OUTGOING 
Garnet Cowsill
Jo-Anne Rzadki
Margaret Walton

COMMITTEES
Education
Fundraising
Public Awareness
Monitoring

STAFF 
Marilyn Baxter, Executive Director
Sherry Houston, Communications Coordinator 
Jennifer Parkin, Projects Coordinator
Erica Scott, Summer Student, 2005

“As a new BARC Director, I was pleased
to discover that there are pragmatic 
environmentalists out there who 
recognize that human activity will 
always impact our environment.”
Robert Matthews, Hamilton Port Authority
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Financial Statements
Estimated Receipts and Expenditures

Year Ended                                    Year Ended 
March 31, 2006                              March 31, 2005

RECEIPTS
Environment Canada $ 50,500 $ 50,500 
Other Federal Government Income $ 3,390 $ 20,072
Provincial  Income $ 10,600 $ 10,800
Contracts - Not Federal $ 18,375 $ 1,368
Corporate Donations $ 17,400 $ 30,383
Donations $ 6,207 $ 5,737
Trillium Foundation Grant $ 72,500 $ 69,300
Other Grants $ 30,000 $ 21,231
Interest $ 921 $ 468
Other  $ 420 $ 59
Deferred to 2005 – $ 15,000 – $ 38,200
Total Receipts $ 195,313 $ 171,200

EXPENDITURES
Accounting $  1,771 $     1,471
Computer $ 3,586 $ 2,346
Conference, Fees, Travel $ 1,700 $ 2,172
Telephone $ 957 $ 997
Insurance $ 1,346 $ 1,460
Office $ 7,999 $ 7,731
Projects:

Newsletter $ 8,129 $ 7,391 
Public Awareness $ 2,764 $ 2,290 
Programs $ 41,378 $ 6,006 
Workshop $ 1,955 $ 1,948 
BayLinks $ 55,923 $ 59,031 

Projects Total $ 110,149 $ 76,666 
Wages $ 72,901 $ 79,219 

Total Expenditures $ 200,409 $ 172,062

Net Surplus (Deficit) for Year – $ 5,096 – $ 344

Balance Sheet
As At March 31, 2006                    As At March 31, 2005

ASSETS
Current Account $ 21,523 $ 69,187 
GIC Investments $ 50,000 $ 30,000 
Accounts Receivable $ 20,103 $ 20,699 
Total Assets $ 91,626 $ 119,886

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable $ 1,275 $ 1,238 
Deferred Revenue $ 15,000 $ 38,200 

SURPLUS
Opening Balance $ 80,447 $ 80,792 
Add: Current Surplus (Deficit) – $ 5,096 – $ 344
Total Liabilities and Surplus $ 91,626 $ 119,886

This statement does not include gifts in-kind.
Charitable Registration No. 89293 6584 RR0001. Donations are tax deductible.
Beckett Lowden Read, LLP Chartered Accountants are retained to review the organization’s 
financial statements. 
For a copy of full financial statements, please contact the Bay Area Restoration Council.



Together, 
We’re Bringing
Back the Bay

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Do you want a healthier, more vibrant Hamilton
Harbour? Show your support for the bay and for 
the work of BARC:

• Become a member.

• Sponsor a program.

• Volunteer for a hands-on planting day.

• Contribute your ideas – 
attend our annual workshop.

• Spend time by the bay.

Room B130F, Life Sciences Building 
1280 Main Street West
Hamilton, Ontario  L8S 4K1
Phone: 905-527-7111
Email: barc@hamiltonharbour.ca
www.hamiltonharbour.ca
www.burlingtonbay.ca
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