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HamiltonHarbour.ca  

Let it rain! 

Rain Gardens 

Photograph above:  Pauline Johnson Public School in Hamilton 
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It’s been a productive year for the recovery of 

Hamilton Harbour, and a productive year for the 

Bay Area Restoration Council as we continue in our 

mission to communicate, educate and advocate 

for the harbour’s recovery.  

In the past year, the toxic deposit known popularly 

– or to be more accurate, unpopularly – as Randle 

Reef, has been boxed in from four sides, with the 

primary mound of accumulated coal tar now in-

side its massive metal sleeve. This summer and next, 

we are eager to see most of the remaining deposit 

dredged and safely cached in the same sleeve 

before it is capped off. 

Signs of the harbour’s improving health include the 

growth of the first planted walleye fingerlings to 

adult size, with sport fishers reporting robust catch-

es through the winter ice-fishing season and into 

the spring. We await further word on their viability 

as a breeding population. 

We are also looking forward to the upgrades to 

Hamilton’s wastewater treatment plant, which 

promise to generate further improvements to the 

health of the harbour. 

We continue to communicate and monitor as the 

City of Hamilton and its partners, including the 

Hamilton Waterfront Trust, work toward bringing 

new recreational and commercial life to the west 

harbour with plans for residential and commercial 

development that will go hand in hand with habi-

tat improvements to assure the harbour is sustaina-

ble in all ways. We continue to be vigilant for con-

tinuing and emerging threats, such as illegal up-

stream storm sewer hookups. 

Our staff team has been working hard to meet the 

continuing demand for education programs and 

rain gardens, while our executive director Chris 

McLaughlin continues to connect with community 

groups, partners and the media. 

We enter the coming year with robust, dynamic 

board membership, and a continuing program of 

educational presentations from external and in-

house experts on issues ranging from harbor ecolo-

gy to board governance, and we all look forward 

to another year of encouraging progress in bring-

ing back the bay. 

Wade Hemsworth 

President 

  Last spring we saw the departure of program 

manager Kelly Pike from the BARC staff after ten 

years of service. Steve Watts was promoted into 

those big shoes and, I can tell you, he is filling 

them out very well. Among so many other re-

sponsibilities, Steve is continuing to oversee the 

implementation of our rain garden program 

along with our friends at Green Venture and the 

support of the Ontario Trillium Foundation. 

Subsequently we were joined by our newest pro-

gramming staff member, Christine Bowen. Chris-

tine is a recent university graduate in wildlife biol-

ogy and conservation with remarkable passion 

for the environment and great skill in delivering 

educational programs. 

On the heels of our 2017 report card on the pro-

gress of the Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action 

Plan, we are upgrading the amount and availa-

bility of information on the science of restoration 

and the efforts of engaged citizens. I encourage 

you to sign up for our electronic bulletins to re-

ceive those updates in future, as we work to add 

new features and resources to tell the fascinat-

ing tale of the harbour’s decline and recovery. 

We are also working to improve the impact of 

our educational and volunteer programming. 

This is a long-term project that will increase the 

quality and reach of our school activities that 

each year involve about 12,000 participants, 

and that will add value to the experience of our 

fellow citizens who answer the call to become 

more actively engaged as volunteers. 

If there’s one lesson that our most recent Report 

Card exercise has provided, it’s that each of us 

across the watershed has a role to play in bring-

ing back the bay. We should all be encouraged 

in that work by the Report Card’s upward fore-

casts for environmental improvements in coming 

years as the hard work continues to get done. 

Chris McLaughlin 

Executive Director 
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IMPLEMENTATION AWARD: McNally Construction Inc. 

For outstanding management of Phase One of the Randle Reef Environ-

mental Containment Facility, the construction of the double-walled steel 

sheet-pile structure to contain the most contaminated toxic sediment in 

Hamilton Harbour. 

Randle Reef is a shoal of poisonous waste adjacent Pier 15 at the foot of Sher-

man Avenue. The legacy industrial pollution there has been a blight on our com-

munity and an impediment to completion of the Hamilton Harbour Remedial 

Action Plan for many decades. The Randle Reef ECF will have a significant im-

pact on the environmental quality of Hamilton Harbour and on the image of our 

community as a whole. The desire and ability of McNally Construction Inc. to work collaboratively with the federal 

government and other contractors towards shared solutions to overcome the significant complexities of this pro-

ject is a tremendous accomplishment greatly appreciated by the entire community across the watershed.  

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD: Marilyn Baxter 

For a twenty-five  year career with the Bay Area Restoration Council and 

the Hamilton Port Authority in the service of Hamilton Harbour’s restora-

tion and a champion of continued efforts to fully establish and fulfil the 

goals of the Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan. 

Marilyn was BARC’s executive director from 1993 to 2006, and the HPA’s environ-

mental manager from 2006 to the summer of 2018 when she due to retire. Mari-

lyn was instrumental in establishing BARC as the community-based communica-

tions voice of the Hamilton Harbour RAP and initiating several of our long-running 

educational programmes in the community such as Classroom Mini Marsh, 

Stream of Dreams and Marsh Volunteer Planting. Marilyn’s influence on the con-

nection between the community and the Harbour continued in her role at the 

HPA, where she has worked to draw support for the community-based principles 

of the its latest land use plan.  

Shifting Currents of Social Media 
Social media is an ever-changing tool at BARC. In the past, we have used social media to engage the 

#HamOnt and #BurlON communities in many ways- sharing community pictures, providing updates on 

local water issues, and encouraging Hamiltonians to make a difference.  

This past year, I have noticed a shift in our social media. Our Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, 

teachers are increasingly sharing their experience with BARC’s education programs. It seems as 

though our presence in schools and social media activity are beginning to complement each other. 

Teachers from across the watershed have shared their photos, experiences, and updates from our 

Turtle Crossing, Creeks and Creepy Crawlies, Home to Harbour, Classroom Mini Marsh, and Raingers 

Rain Garden programs.  

For us, updates on student-led water project and their excitement to keep our waterways healthy are 

most inspiring. Blooming native plants and sprouting mini marshes is validation that students are taking 

on the stewardship values we try to instill.  

This growing trend on social media is much different than we are used to, but it is certainly a positive 

trend. Our followers can see the impact we are having in schools and get a glimpse into what youth 

are doing to create a healthier watershed across #HamOnt and #BurlON. 

Steve Watts 

Manager, Communications & Programs 

Final sheet pile being driven in 2017 

Marilyn Baxter in 2018 



BARC Annual Report 2017/2018 - Page 4  

 Making a Splash with Programs 

We have had an extremely successful year with our programs here at BARC, reaching almost 

12,000 students!  We continued to deliver tried-and-true programs that have been at the 

core of our work for many years, continued the programs introduced in 2016, and created a 

new program to engage a wider range of individuals throughout the year. 

  

Below are some of the programming highlights over the past fiscal year:   

 

We distributed 294 Classroom Mini Marsh kits to classes throughout the watershed, 

reaching almost 7,500 students.  Students are particularly fond of the snails included in 

the kits, taking the time to name them and write stories about them. The kits are grown 

in the classroom and many of the plants are returned to the RBG to be planted in 

Cootes Paradise. We received multiple thank-you emails for providing this program  

 

We delivered eight Yellow Fish Road ™ events, marking storm drains with yellow fish and 

the “Only Rain Down the Drain” message.  This programing is of on-going interest with 

community groups!. 

 

Since 2008, BARC has delivered the Stream of Dreams™ program to nearly 30 schools in 

the Hamilton Harbour watershed.  The resulting murals are installed by BARC staff and 

school staff and volunteers, and  can be seen throughout the city.  This past year we 

delivered the program to three schools; Adelaide Hoodless Elementary, Memorial City 

Elementary and St. Michael Catholic Elementary . Sixty-two classes were involved.  

 

 We continued our  Raingers Rain Garden program, in partnership with Green Venture. We 

are excited to have completed rain gardens at seven schools, and already have 

another five being completed this spring. 

 

From Home-to-Harbour is a series of 30-minute presentations covering a variety of topics 

about Hamilton Harbour and water resource protection.  The program is unique in that 

it is the first BARC program to target high school students.   While most of the 25 

presentations delivered las year were to elementary schools, we hope to deliver the 

program to more high schools gong forward, as well as making it more hands-on for 

the middle schools.    

 

Creeks and Creepy Crawlies was launched in 2015 and continues to be in high demand.  

The program targets grades 1 to 4 students, teaching them all about aquatic insects 

that live in our Harbour.  We delivered the program to 36 classes this past year. 

 

Launched this past year, our new Turtle Crossing program has taken off! It has by far 

become our most popular program. It features a presentation about the types of 

turtles found locally, the threats they face, and how we are helping them to survive. 

We then follow-up by making clay turtles that students can take home to remind them 

of what they learned. This past year we delivered the Turtle Crossing program to 43 

classes, equaling over 1000 students!  
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So what does all of this mean?  In this past year alone, BARC staff delivered 181  presentations 

to classes in the watershed! That’s 100 more than the previous year.  We  have had to create 

wait lists because the demand is so high.  This thirst for environmental  education  and the 

overwhelming support we receive is inspiring!  

 

We believe that students and volunteers who participate in our programs will  fall in love with 

nature, develop a desire to learn more, and  be equipped with the tools and knowledge to 

take action to continue improving and restoring Hamilton Harbour. And we’re not stopping 

there: we’ve already got ideas about new programs and are working on one to develop 

environmental leaders out of high school students. Keep in touch! 

 
Christine Bowen 

Program Coordinator 

 
    

“Eight Grade 1-4 classes participated in the Turtle Crossings 

Program.  The students were excited to learn about turtles.  

The presentation for each grade was informative and deliv-

ered by a knowledgeable and enthusiastic presenter.  The 

students were extremely interested in learning about turtles 

and how they can protect them.  They were fully engaged 

with the workshop and then completed a hands-on activity 

making their very own clay turtle.  The excitement in taking 

home their turtle was wonderful to witness, as it will provide 

a connection in continuing this dialogue at home about 

what they learned at school.  The students' voice and in-

volvement in the environment at such a young age will defi-

nitely inspire them to grow up into responsible eco-friendly 

citizens.  Programs like this one are beneficial, necessary 

and important as many students only hear about the envi-

ronment and its creatures through these types of presenta-

tions.  Our school has been fortunate to receive this free 

program as it makes us more environmentally conscious of 

our responsibility to earth and its living creatures.” 

    

- St. Marguerite d'Youville Catholic Elementary School 

   (the greenest school in Canada)  

 The Stream of Dreams builds commu-

nity as a school with one common 

goal for environmental awareness 

and  creates awareness in the neigh-

borhood. It  gave students/staff voice 

(ownership) through their creativity in 

painting their own fish. It linked edu-

cation and art  and allowed the op-

portunity for follow– up activities. 
 

-St. Michael Catholic Elementary 

School  
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WORKING TOGETHER 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Wade Hemsworth 

   President 

Maureen 

John McBrien 

   Treasurer 

Duncan Boyd 

Sherry Du 

Bob Edmondson 

Simon Gautrey  

Suzanne Gibson 

Alyssa Lai 

Mary Ellen Scanlon 

Andrew Sebestyen 

Mike Stone 
 

STAFF 

Chris McLaughlin 

Executive Director 

 

Steve Watts  

Manager, 

Communications & 

Programs 

 

Christine Bowen 

Program Coordinator 

 

Sheila Whaley  

Finance & Events 

Coordinator 

BARC would like to thank all our sponsors, partners 

and volunteers who make BARC’s efforts possible.  

Without the support of these individuals, companies 

and organizations, we would not be able to do the 

hard work of ‘bringing back the Bay’.   
 

FUNDERS – 2017/18 

ArcelorMittalDofasco  

City of Hamilton 

Dundas Turtle Watch 

Employment and Social Development Canada 

Environment Canada 

Hamilton Community Foundation 

Hamilton Industrial Environmental Association 

Hamilton Port Authority 

Hamilton Waterfront Trust 

McMaster University 

Ontario Ministry of the Environment  

   and Climate Change 

Ontario Trillium Foundation 
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FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR 2017/2018  

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXPENDITURES     
Office, Schedule 1 $21,536 $18,655 
Payroll, benefits & WSIB $199,505 $199,103 

Projects, Schedule 2 $56,525 $37,719 

Total Expenditures $277,566 $255,477 

   
NET SURPLUS (DEFICIT)  $30,260 $20,150 

BALANCE SHEET     

ASSETS   
Bank $48,343 $80,613 

Accounts receivable $69,150 $39,332 

GST/HST receivable $5,364 $3,581 

GIC investments, note 2 $66,284 $65,930 

 $189,141 $189,456 

LIABILITIES   
Accounts payable & accrued liabilities $4,729 $3,971 

Government remittances payable $4,180 $4,180 

Deferred revenue $25,000 $56,333 

  $33,909 $64,484 

GENERAL FUND BALANCE $155,232 $124,972 

  $189,141 $189,456 

General fund balance, beginning of year $124,972 $104,822 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenses for year $30,260 $20,150 

GENERAL FUND BALANCE, END OF YEAR $155,232 $124,972 

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS   
RECEIPTS 2018 2017 
Environment Canada $95,000 $80,000 

Ontario Trillium Foundation $91,350 $90,800 

Ontario Ministry of Environment & Climate Change $50,000 $42,304 

Corporate donations $38,033 $30,433 

Contracts $16,950 $7,463 

Winter event $8,185 $6,678 

Grants $3,379 7025 

Dragonboat event $1,861 8278 

Donations $1,749 $2,084 

Other revenue $1,319 $552 

Total Receipts $30,7826 $27,5627 
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 You Can Make a Difference! 
 

There is so much you can do! 

 Make a donation to BARC.: 

www.canadahelps.org/en/

charities/bay-area-restoration-

council-barc/ 

 Volunteer for marsh planting 

and other events 

 Sponsor an educational program for children 

 Share your concern for the Harbour with your  

elected officials 

 Enjoy an event along the waterfront 

 Sign up for BARC’s E-Bulletin 

 
 

Together, We’re Bringing Back the Bay! 

 
 
 
 

1280 Main Street West 

Life Sciences Building, Room B130F 

Hamilton, ON   L8S 4K1 

(905) 527-7111 

barc@hamiltonharbour.ca 

Our PUBLIC EVENTS: 
 
 A Winter Evening by the Bay: Reception and 

Silent Auction 

 

 Public Forum on 2017 Hamilton Harbour 

Report Card 

 

 Public Forum on Cootes Paradise Water 

Levels 

 

 Multicultural Waterfest 

 

Our COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES: 
 

 Hamilton Harbour RAP and committees work 

 Change Camp Events (forums on turtles, 

storm water management, and water 

policy) 

 100 in 1 Day Hamilton 

 Ice Fishing Workshop 

 Evergreen Community Marketplace 

 Fishing Derby 

 Great Art for Great Lakes 

 McMaster Water Week 

 Presentations to various community groups 

 Interviews with local media 

Each year BARC strives to reach out to all members of our community through public 

events and activities.  Listed below are a few highlights: 

Out and About 


