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Containment Project 
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President & Executive Director’s Messages 

Front cover: Bird’s Eye 

View of Randle Reef 

Construction 

Photo by Bermingham  

Foundation Solutions

 

This is a special year for BARC – we are releasing our 

4th Towards Safe Harbour Report Card, measuring 

the progress and success of the Hamilton Harbour 

Remedial Action Plan (RAP) over the last five years. 

The 2017 Report Card comes in a new and refined 

format, with three grades reflecting our collective 

progress in achieving the goals of the RAP, and 

three efforts reflecting our collective learning and 

work habits among the RAP community in meeting 

the challenges of restoring Hamilton Harbour. 

  

Progress can be seen on many fronts, including 

continuing improvements to wastewater treatment 

and to fish habitat, re-introducing native species 

such as walleye, and the significant step of con-

structing the Randle Reef containment facility. 

However, many challenges remain. And new chal-

lenges have emerged, specifically around impacts 

as a result of population growth and development, 

and climate change. More work lies ahead, and 

BARC will need to continue to play a leadership 

role in helping to bring key partners together, and 

enhance the broader community’s awareness and 

understanding of the need for restoration and pro-

tection of Hamilton Harbour. 

  

This is also a special year for me, as I am stepping 

down from my long-time involvement with BARC. I 

have seen much progress during my 14 years with 

BARC, especially from the initial stakeholder en-

gagement on the Randle Reef containment facility 

to ‘shovels in the water’ for its construction. Water is 

life, a precious resource worth protecting, and I am 

proud to have been able to contribute to BARC’s 

continuing respect and recognition as a key com-

munity voice for Hamilton Harbour. Last but not 

least, it has been a pleasure to work with such a 

knowledgeable and dedicated group of people. 

As has been noted before, BARC was formed 

through people that cared, and it is people that 

care that, together, will bring back the Bay! 

  
Martin Keller, President 

  

Martin has captured the tenor of our 2017 Re-

port Card above so well, I want only to state 

the obvious: these are not failing grades. The 

grades that we’ve assigned to the cleanup of 

the water, the restoration of fish and wildlife 

and the reduction of levels of contamination 

in the Harbour represent a consensus among 

dozens of our professional colleagues over 

many months and reflect both successes to 

be proud of and challenges to continue to 

meet head on. 

  

In addition to the initiation of construction of 

the Randle Reef containment facility this year, 

we’ve also seen the completion of tertiary up-

grades to Halton’s Skyway wastewater treat-

ment plant and the initiation of similar im-

provements to Hamilton’s Woodward 

wastewater treatment plant. These two pro-

jects alone will make the Harbour better over 

time and are at the heart of forecasts of bet-

ter water quality and fish habitat ahead. Our 

congratulations and appreciation to all in-

volved in making these significant projects re-

ality. 

  

Finally, my years at BARC have consistently 

benefited from a strong board chair leading a 

deep bench of directors who bring the wis-

dom of experience to improving everything 

that we do. Martin Keller is one of those board 

chairs. I thank Martin for his many, many years 

of voluntary service to BARC and the Harbour 

and the community, and for the personal at-

tention and friendship he has shown me, I am 

grateful. 

  
Chris McLaughlin, Executive Director 
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Awards of Dedication and Distinction 
Special Recognition Award: Presented to John Hall 

For twenty-five years of outstanding leadership on the implementation of the Hamil-

ton Harbour Remedial Action Plan. 

 

Special Recognition Award: Presented to Duncan Boyd 

For a remarkable career in the Ontario public service that spans the entire Great 

Lakes Remedial Plan program, with initial and continuing influence on the Hamilton 

Harbour RAP. 

 

Special Service Award: Presented to Martin Keller 

For extraordinary voluntary service to BARC as a member of the Board of Directors for 

ten years between 2003 and 2017.  Martin served as Vice President for six of those 

years and as President for four more. In 2012, Martin also chaired the Hamilton Har-

bour Remedial Action Plan Stakeholder Forum, reconvened to update the delisting 

objectives and reconfirm the status of all beneficial uses. 

Our PUBLIC EVENTS: 
 

 Breaking the Ice in Hamilton Harbour 

 

 A Winter Evening by the Bay: 

Reception and Silent Auction 

 

 Annual General Meeting 

 
 
 

Our COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES: 
 Hamilton Harbour RAP and 

committees work 

 101 in Hamilton 

 Hamilton Harbour Fishing Derby 

 Holiday Marketplace Art Crawl 

 Spring Marketplace Art Crawl 

 McMaster Water Week 

 West Harbour Community Meetings 

 Presentations to various community 

groups 

 Interviews with local media 

Each year BARC strives to reach out to all members of our community through public 

events and activities.  Listed below are a few highlights: 

Out and About 
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Program Update 
We’ve had an extremely successful year in the program department here at BARC.  We 

continue to deliver tried and true programs that have been at the center of our work for 

many years, while adding new programs to engage a wider range of individuals throughout 

the year. 

  

Below are some of the programming highlights over the past fiscal year:   

 

We delivered seven Yellow Fish Road events, marking over 210 storm drains with yellow fish 

and the “Only Rain Down the Drain” message.   

 

Since 2008 BARC has delivered the Stream of Dreams program to nearly 30 whole schools 

in the Hamilton Harbour watershed.  The resulting murals are installed in Hamilton by 

BARC staff and can be seen throughout the city.  In 2016 we went to Richard Beasley 

school to give some needed attention to a mural we had installed 2009. The fish were 

removed, given a fresh coat of verathane, and the mural was re-installed with the 

addition of fish created by new students in the school. 

 

We distributed 280 Classroom Mini Marsh kits to classes throughout the watershed.  

Students are particularly fond of the snails included in the kits. The kits are grown in the 

classroom and many of the plants are returned to the RBG to be planted in Cootes 

Paradise. 

 

Water School was developed and implemented in 2014.  Targeting grade 6 and 7 classes, 

students travel to the waterfront to participate in activities and a trolley ride around 

the Harbour.  Two classes took advantage of this program in 2016, and we hope to 

expand it in future years. 

 

Creeks and Creepy Crawlies was launched in 2015 and continues to be in high demand.  

The program targets grade 1 - 4 students, and teaches them all about aquatic insects 

that live in our Harbour.  We delivered the program to 62 classes from 13 different 

schools in 2016. 

 

From Home to Harbour is a series of 30-minute presentations covering a variety of topics 

about Hamilton Harbour and water resource protection.  The program is unique in that 

it is the first BARC program to target high school students.   We delivered 9 

presentations in 2015.  

 

In 2016 we launched our Raingers Rain Garden program, in partnership with Green 

Venture.  We are excited to be building 21 school rain gardens over the next three 

years! 
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Each year I also have the pleasure of coordinating marsh volunteer plantings in partnership 

with the RBG.  In 2016, 28 volunteers planted 2375 cattails and 910 native plugs in Cootes 

Paradise marsh.  We were also pleased to partner with volunteers from RBC, US Steel, and 

ArcelorMittal to complete prairie plantings on the lands surrounding Cootes Paradise. 

 

So what does all of this mean?  Well, in 2016 alone BARC staff delivered 89 presentations to 

classes in the watershed, and over 5600 students got to grow mini marshes in their classroom.  

We believe that students and volunteers that participate in our programs will be equipped 

with the necessary tools to make healthy choices for the environment and our Harbour!  And 

we’re not stopping there... we’ve already created a new program about turtles with 26 

classes booked for spring 2017.  Stay tuned! 

 

 

Kelly Pike  

Program Manager 

 
    
 
 
 

You may have heard the phrase ‘art is the new steel’. This mantra fittingly describes the social 

and ideological shifts occurring in Hamilton, particularly in the downtown core. BARC sees the 

art community as a useful outlet to showcase the importance and beauty of water in 

Hamilton. As part of our  monthly blog, BARC has been featuring a ‘ water artist’. The work of 

these artists ranges in form, intention, and practice which helps to sketch a fuller picture of 

connections between water and art. 

Artists have provided a new way of thinking about and connecting to local water. Often their 

work touches on concerns for environmental health and preserving the natural areas. 

Perhaps surprisingly, artists have also showcased the natural beauty of Hamilton Harbour and 

the infamous steel factories along the shoreline. Artist Nicole Babjak writes: “Some may 

wonder why I chose to paint this unattractive industrial area. However, in the early morning 

hours, when the sun begins to peak over the horizon, the smoke stacks and towers no longer 

appear as undesirable landmarks of Hamilton, but become mysterious silhouettes peacefully 

reflecting in the water.” These smoke stacks are almost a guilty pleasure for 

environmentalists—a site to behold, but also one of which to be wary. 

Steve Watts, 

Program & Communications Coordinator 

Artistic Expressions of Hamilton Harbour 
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WORKING TOGETHER 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Martin Keller – President 
Maureen Padden –  

Vice-President 
Simon Gautrey – Treasurer 
Alyssa Lai 
Andrew Sebestyen 
Bob Edmondson 
Edwin DeBruyn 
Jeremy Freiburger 
Mary Ellen Scanlon 
Mike Stone 
Wade Hemsworth 
 
STAFF 
 
Chris McLaughlin 
Executive Director 
 
 
Kelly Pike 
Program Manager 
 
 
Steve Watts  
Program & Communications 
Coordinator 
 
Sheila Whaley  
Finance & Events 
Coordinator 

 
 
 
BARC would like to thank all our volunteers, members,  
sponsors and partners who make BARC’s efforts 
possible.  Without the support of these individuals, 
companies and organizations, We would not be able 
to do the hard work of ‘Bringing Back the Bay’.   

 
FUNDERS – 2016/17 
 
ArcelorMittalDofasco  

City of Hamilton 

Employment and Social Development Canada 

Environment Canada 

Hamilton Industrial Environmental Association 

Hamilton Port Authority 

Hamilton Waterfront Trust 

McLean Foundation 

McMaster University 

Ontario Ministry of the Environment  

   and Climate Change 

Ontario Trillium Foundation 

Royal Bank of Canada Blue Water Foundation 
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FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR 2016/2017  

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXPENDITURES     
Office, Schedule 1 $18,655 $16,472 
Payroll, benefits & WSIB $199,103 $184,665 

Projects, Schedule 2 $37,719 $28,356 

Total Expenditures $255,477 $229,493 

   
NET SURPLUS (DEFICIT)  $20,150 $13,119 

BALANCE SHEET     

ASSETS   2017 2016 
Bank $80,613 $106,393 

Accounts receivable $39,332 $24,475 

GST/HST receivable $3,581 $2,974 

GIC investments, note 2 $65,930 $35,628 

 $189,456 $169,470 

LIABILITIES     
Accounts payable & accrued liabilities $3,971 $3,995 

Government remittances payable $4,180 $4,654 

Deferred revenue $56,333 $56,039 

  $64,484 $64.648 

GENERAL FUND BALANCE $124,972 $104,822 

  $189,456 $169,470 

General fund balance, beginning of year $104,822 $91,703 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenses for year $20,150 $13,119 

GENERAL FUND BALANCE, END OF YEAR $124,972 $104,822 

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS   
RECEIPTS 2017 2016 
Ontario Trillium Foundation $90,800 $44,200 

Environment Canada $80,000 $80,000 

Ontario Ministry of Environment & Climate Change $42,304 $30,000 

Corporate donations $30,433 $36,550 

Dragonboat event $8,278 $3,630 

Contracts $7,463 $12,437 

Grants $7,025 $20,640 

Winter event $6,678 $7,970 

Donations $2,084 $2,488 

Other revenue $552 $4,697 

Total Receipts $275,627 $242,612 
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 You Can Make a Difference! 
 

There is so much you can do! 
 

 Make a donation to BARC. 

 Volunteer for marsh planting. 

 Donate an item to BARC’s si-

lent  

auction. 

 Become a member of BARC - it’s free! 

 Sponsor an educational program for children. 

 Share your concern for the Harbour with your elect-

ed officials. 

 Enjoy an event along the waterfront. 

 Sign up for BARC’s E-Bulletin 

 
Together, We’re Bringing Back the Bay! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

1280 Main Street West 

Life Sciences Building, Room B130F 

Hamilton, ON   L8S 4K1 

(905) 527-7111 

barc@hamiltonharbour.ca 

www.hamiltonharbour.ca 

Art Work Credit:  

Back Cover Top Left—Rain Garden build St. Marguerite d'Youville Secondary School  

Back Cover Top Right—Water Artist Deb Mack http://artbydebmack.weebly.com/ 


